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3 Mongo lives: Veteran tackle Steve 
McMichael, the oldest player on the Bears 
and the oldest defensive lineman in pro 
football, remains productive and is 
enthused about the Bears’ new defense. 
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5 High flying: Vernice Smith loves to 
toy around with his remote control air- 
plane. Leave the football field and meet the 
Bears guard in Home Games. 


1 2-1 3 Picture perfect: Bears cor- 
nerback Donnell Woolford is featured in 
our two-page color poster. 


T 4-1 5 Jimmy Mac is back: Former 
Bears QB Jim McMahon leads the Vikings 
against his old mates Sunday in Minnesota. 


1 6 Back and forth: Markus Paul's two- 
week odyssey ends with a bizarre twist; the 
Bears cut some familiar names to reach 
their 47-man roster limit; and two players 
are claimed off the waiver wire. In Extra 
Points. 
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Inauspicious debut 
Playing in his first game with the Bears, cornerback Anthony Blaylock 
interferes with Giants receiver Mark Jackson in the end zone, setting up 
the deciding score as the Giants rallied to beat the Bears 26-20 in 
Sunday's season opener. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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20 Team in transition: A pictorial look 
at the bevy of changes Dave Wannstedt 
has made seen becoming the Bears new 
head coach. 
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McMichael's love 
of game has not 
waned over time 


It’s nearly an hour after the Bears 
have miraculously blown a 20-point 
fourth quarter lead to the Minnesota 
Vikings, and Steve McMichael remains 
slumped over a stool in front of his lock- 
er in a cramped dressing room in the 
bowels of the Metrodome. | 

All of his teammates are already on 
the bus, showered, dressed, and in the 
process of erasing the frustration of hav- 
ing a sure victory hammered into a crush- 
ing defeat. McMichael mumbles some- 
thing to himself, then shrieks loud 
enough to wake the dead. Except for his 
jersey, he remains in full uniform. None 
of the clubhouse men dare look his way. 

The pained expressed on 
McMichael’s face is that of a man 
removing shards of glass from his fin- 
gers, not peeling tape off his battle- 
scarred hands as McMichael is doing. 
Don’t tell him that it’s only a game. It’s 
not, and it shouldn’t be considered that 
way by any player who gets paid to play 
football for a living. 

The cute hair salon commercials are 


nice. So are the TV gigs and all the auto- 
"Everybody should 
experience walk- 
ing out of that tun- 
nel at Soldier 
Field on Opening 
Day. It's a rare 
experience.” 


graph seekers and well-wishers. But foot- 
ball is Steve McMichael’s life. Ever since 
he first put on a pair of shoulder pads 
he’s had an undying love affair with the 
game. It is his passion, and passionate 
people show their emotion in victory. and 
defeat. Through 14 years in the league, 
he has not grown immune to frustration 
or elation. ~ ot 

That McMichael is so passionate 
about winning and losing is a clear indi- 
cation that his love for the game has not 
decreased but magnified. 

“It hasn’t waned whatsoever,” said 
McMichael, who joined the Bears’as a 
free agent in 1981 after being released by 
the New England Patriots. “Everybody 
should experience walking out of that 
tunnel at Soldier Field on Opening Day. 
It’s a rare experience. For me, it’s not the 
celebrity status or the money but the pas- 
sion for the game.” 

McMichael will celebrate his 36th 
birthday on October 17. He is the oldest 
member of the Chicago Bears, the oldest 
defensive lineman in pro football, and the 
second oldest defensive player in the 
game behind Browns linebacker Clay 
Matthews. 

Despite his advancing age, 
McMichael’s production has not slipped. 
Over the past five years he has averaged 
90 tackles per season and has recorded 





42.5 sacks over that stretch. During the 


previous five seasons (1983-87) 
McMichael averaged 53.4 tackles and 
had 41 sacks. He also holds the team 
record with three safeties. 

Last season he lead the team with 10.5 
sacks, he led defensive linemen with 89 
tackles, and he played in every game for 
the 11th straight season. If he remains 
healthy, McMichael will set the team 


‘record for most consecutive games. His. 


176 trail only Walter Payton (186) and 
Mike Hartenstine (179). 

McMichael attributes his longevity 
partly to his intense weight-lifting 
regime. “I think it’s the preparation you 
put into it,” McMichael said. “You can’t 
just expect to show up on Sundays and be 
a good football player. I just enjoy lifting. 
It’s a passion I'll carry with me after 
football. I’ll lift and keep my body in rel- 
atively good shape.” 

McMichael is part owner of Scholtz’s, 
billed as the oldest tavern in Texas, but 
has no plans to retire from football in the 
near future. As for life after the game, he 
hasn’t settled on anything just yet. 

“T have no idea what I'll do,” he said. 
“Tf I worried about what I'll do after foot- 
ball, that would take away from my 
game. Others can do it, I can’t. 

“T’ll just play it out. All any player 
has is the game anyway. They all come to 
realize that. The end will come soon 
enough whether you decide to retire or 
noteesr 
In a stuffy league that doesn’t exactly 
encourage colorful personalities and indi- 
vidualism, McMichael is a breath of fresh 
air—well, at least a breath of sweet cigar 
smoke. His antics are legendary, from the 
outrageous stunts he pulled on his 
Sunday night TV show to his day-to-day 
dealings with the press and his fans. 

McMichael was canned from his TV 
gig, but not before such stunts as painting 
lipstick on co-host Mark Giangreco; 
appearing with his dog, who he dressed 
in a complete leather outfit; and offend- 
ing some female viewers by calling his 
wife’s friends “The Kotex Mafia.” 

Ironically, McMichael was fired for 
doing things the station encouraged when 
they hired him. Go figure. 

At Halas Hall, McMichael’s personal- 
ity and wit is always evident, many times 
without him even uttering a word. When 
the list of Pro Bowlers is tacked to the 
bulletin board, McMichael, deserving of 
the honor but not willing to kiss up to 
those players who vote for it, rips the 
paper down, crumbles it up and tosses it 
in the garbage can. 

Seeking a comment, the press 
advances and then quickly retreats after 
McMichael points to his baseball cap, 
which reads D.E.A. (for Drug 
Enforcement Authority) and says, with a 
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Defensive tackle Steve McMichael enters his 14th NFL season with the 


enthusiasm of a rookie. (Bear Report file photo by Steve Woltmann) 


sly grin, “Don’t Even Ask!” 

McMichael accommodates a young 
fan waiting for an autograph outside the 
Bears lockerroom, then bops the kid on 
top of the head with his own notebook. 
The kid scratches his head, not quite 
knowing what to make of it. 

A promising Bears rookie is holding 
court with reporters just to the left of the 
practice field. McMichael stands 50 
yards away with a gaggle of footballs. He 
begins punting the balls so accurately he 
scatters the group with an array of mis- 
siles. Laughter fills the air. 

In college at the University of Texas, 
McMichael reportedly stuck a campaign 
button in his bare chest after being asked 
by a local politician for support in the 
lockerroom after a game. 

There are likely dozens of more sto- 
ries that will never reach printed paper. 
McMichael does not revel in his antics. 
He is just being himself. Nothing is 
orchestrated. 

“Tt just worked out that way,” 
McMichael says matter-of-factly. “I like 
doing certain things. Everybody’s not the 
same. Everybody has their own little 
quirks.” 

Would he like to see more players 
with his type of personality in the game? 
Sure, if that’s what the fans want. 

“I'd like to see anything enhance the 
fans’ enjoyment of the game. Anything. 
That’s what the game’s all about. It’s a 
spectacle for the fans,” McMichael said. 

Like his teammates, McMichael is 


a 
- 


excited about Dave Wannstedt’s defen- 
sive scheme. The new system stresses 
getting up the field by shooting gaps in 
the offensive line. It’s designed to make 
things happen and to attack the offense 
rather than sitting back and reacting to 
what the offense does first. 

“This defense was proven on a Super 
Bowl championship team. Enough said,” 
McMichael said. “You compromise your 
defense if you don’t get up the field. I 
told Coach Wannstedt that I want to win, 
whatever that entails.” 
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him to miss all four preseason games. Darren Lewis is temporarily starting 
in Anderson's place. (Bear Report file photo by Steve Woiltmann) 
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Anderson, “They have got to do what 


Neal Anderson's past accomplishments are impressive, but his immediate 
future remains in doubt because of a nagging hamstring injury that forced 


Neal's futur 





Neal Anderson’s NFL portfolio is took the same amount of time as it took 


replete with impressive accomplish- 
ments. 

Four-time Pro Bowl team member. 
Second in touchdowns among all-time 
Bears’ scorers. Third on Bears’ all-time 
rushing list. Third in club history with 
1,113 carries. And the list goes on. 

But it was not Neal Anderson’s past 
the Bears’ new coaching staff was con- 
cerned about when the regular season 
kicked off against the Grants It is the 


immediate future. 


Anderson, who missed the entire pre- 
season with a hamstring injury, was 
scheduled to play in last Sunday’s sea- 
son-opener against the Giants, but not 
start. Darren Lewis was slated to get the 
starting nod. 

Long-term uncertainty continues with 
regard to the 29-year-old Anderson, 
around whom the entire new offense is 
designed. Last summer the Bears 
acknowledged trying to trade Anderson, 
fueling questions about whether he had 
lost a step. Sharing time with Lewis and 
Mark Green during the season, Anderson 
was limited to 582 rushing yards, his 
lowest output since 1987. 

“T will be relieved when Neal has a 
100-yard rushing game. That’s when I 
will be relieved with Neal,’’ said coach 
Dave Wannstedt last Wednesday follow- 
ing a practice session in Lake Forest. 
“But it is good that he is out there prac- 
ticing and getting ready to play a ball- 
game.’’ 

The Bears travel to Minneapolis to 
face the defending NFC Central champi- 
on Minnesota. Vikings Sunday at the 


FRED MIT CHEL 





Metrodome. 

Anderson’s last 100-yard rushing 
game came in the playoffs against the 
New Orleans Saints following the 1990 
season. 

“I came into camp in great shape,’’ 
said Anderson. “Of course, I have missed 
a lot of time. I have ridden the (station- 
ary) bike. But it is a little different from 
playing football. I am in pretty good 
shape. When you get into a game, the 
adrenalin starts to flow. You’ve got the 
fans in the stands, you’ve got people on 
the other team chasing you. For whatever 
reason, you can run and last a little longer 
than you would in practice.” 

Anderson has tried to remain prudent 
about his injury, despite the anxiety 
expressed by many fans. 

“I pulled the hamstring. Other people 
have done the same thing,’’ said 
Anderson. “There was a lot of question 
of why I wasn’t back in there sooner. But 
I knew what was going on. Other players 
who pulled theirs (Anthony Blaylock and 
John Mangum) a day or two after me 


me. So it was normal. 

“Because the coaches made it known 
how they want to use me, and so many 
people are anxious to see me out there, 
they made a bigger deal out of it than it 
was. A hamstring is a serious injury. You 
don’t want to come back and push it too 
early like I did in the past.’’ 


Anderson pulled his left hamstring in — 


1991 and fell 253 yards shy of his fourth 
straight 1,000-yard season. 

“This injury wasn"t that frustrating 
because it was preseason. Those games 
don’t count. If I have to miss a lot during 
the season, then it gets frustrating,’’ said 
Anderson. 

Still, the coaching staff wanted to 
catch a glimpse of Anderson in game 
action last Sunday against the Giants, 
executing the new offense. 

“The offense was still getting the 
same work in there (during the presea- 
son) with Mark Green and Darren Lewis 
as they would have with me,’’ said 
Anderson. “I looked at all the film, I was 
at every practice and learned everything. 
Now it is just a matter of getting some 
timing down. Then again, running back is 
SO instinctive, you don’t have to have that 
much timing. Just run where they ain’t.”’ 

Anderson hopes the new coaching 
staff retains confidence in him. The Bears 
signed Robert Green off the waiver wire 
last Tuesday after the second-year run- 
ning back was cut by the Redskins. Mark 
Green was placed on waivers. 

“As long as I am here, there is compe- 
tition. I have never shied away from 
competition. and I. never will,’’. said 

% 


f° 


they think is best.for the team at the pre- 


‘sent time. If at the present time it is good 


to go out and bring in any running back 
in the league that they can get, then that 
is fine. When I am healthy and ready to 
go...as long as it is fair competition, then 
I am fine.”’ 

It is possible Anderson will not be 100 
percent healthy the rest of this season. 

“Wendell Davis pulled his hamstring 
two or three years ago and he can still 
feel the spot where it was,’’ said 
Anderson. “It is always going to be there. 
But it is not going to be in the back of my 
mind. I can still see the place where I 
broke my finger (in 1990), but I don’t 
think about it when I am doing things.” 

Anderson is excited about the new 
run-blocking techniques and strategy, 
even though the offensive line is beat up 
and filled with backups. 

“The zone blocking scheme is some- 
thing I like,’’ said Anderson. “In the pre- 


season it didn’t look that good. But 
‘Darren ran the ball fine. He didn’t have 


that many places to run on a lot of those 
plays. If I don’t have any place to go, I'm 
not going to have any more success than 
he had in the preseason or IJ had last year. 

“This is a good blocking scheme and | 
think once we put all of our plays in and 
mix the defenses up a little with a little 
balance, then the running game can be 
successful. The coaching staff is still 
determined that we are going to run the 
ball. And that is a good thing.”’ 


Fred Mitchell covers the Bears for the 
Chicago Tribune. 
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My sports fantasy is: To play inthe If I wasn’t playing football I’d: Be a 


Super Bowl. police officer or somewhere in the FBI. 
ped eve a Personal hero: My dad, Ralph Smith. I’d like to trade places for a day with: 


A pilot. 





: 4 | I’d give anything to meet: Malcolm X, 
| Martin Luther King. Two words that best describe me: 
7 Low-key. - 





Name: Vernice Smith 

Position: Guard 

College: Florida A & M 

Ht., Wt.: 6-3, 298 

Born: Oct. 24, 1965 

Hometown: Orlando, Florida 

Family: Wife (Era), daughter 
(Alexandria) 

Acquired: Signed as restricted free agent 
from Cardinals prior to 1993 season. 


Hobbies: I have a remote control air- 
plane that I fly sometimes. I get into that. 


It’s about three or four feet long and it’s a - 


lot of fun. 


Best times of my life: When I got mar- 
ried and the birth of my little girl. My lit- 
tle girl is 19 months old and I got married 
June 15, 1991. 


Worst job I ever had: I had to work ina 
cafeteria once during college. It was real 
hot. 


Growing up I wanted to be: A fighter 
pilot. I was always into airplanes. I’d 
always read as much as I could about 
them and I’d always go out to the airport. 


Most humbling experience: I played in 


| Make The Call To 


1:900:37 


And You Will Score 





a high school football all star game and I 


was out there trying to talk a lot of stuff. 


Well, I got my tail whipped and that 
taught me not to talk stuff even if you’re 
doing good. 


Favorite food: Seafood pasta. 


I stay home to watch: I like “Star Trek, 
the Next Generation,” and I get into news 
shows like “60 Minutes.” 


Nobody knows: That I’m a homebody, 
that I’m not out there all the time. 


Best thing about Chicago: The food. 


Favorite childhood memory: When I 
went to watch my uncle, Bill Conttrell, 
practice with the Detroit Lions. I was 
about seven years old and that whole 
experience made me so happy. 


_ Favorite performers: Ice Cube, Denzel 


Washington. 


My fantasy vacation is: Me and my 
wife, somewhere on an island all by our- 
selves, in a little cottage with nobody 
around. 


With Bear News! 
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Bears guard Vernice Smith with his wife Era and their daughter Alexandria. 
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Confusion burns Bears 





By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


In the NFL, the most popular lexicon 
to describe a unit’s cohesiveness is being 
“on the same page.” Protecting a 20-19 
lead late in Sunday’s season opener 
against the New York Giants, the Bears’ 
secondary wasn’t even in the same 
library. ; 

Mass confusion reigned among the 
Bears’ defensive backs, allowing the 
Giants to march 80 yards in seven plays 
for the go-ahead score en route to a 26- 
20 victory. The rally ruined Dave 
Wannstedt’s debut as Bears head coach 
before a record crowd of 66,900 at 
Soldier Field. Instead of getting off on 
the right foot, Chicago stubbed its toe 
and fell flat on its face. 

There were three key plays on the 
final drive: Veteran quarterback Phil 
Simms connected with Chris Calloway 
for a 24-yard gain on third-and-18 from 
the Giants’ 12-yard line; Mike Sherrard 
beat cornerback Anthony Blaylock for a 
38-yard gain over the middle that pushed 
the ball to the Chicago 26, and Blaylock 
mugged Mark Jackson in the end zone on 
a floater from Simms, giving New York 
the ball at the 1-yard line. 

One play after Blaylock’s costly inter- 
ference penalty, Simms rolled to his right 








Bears coach Dave Wannstedt gives instruc- 
tions to the defensive unit in the waning 
moments of Sunday's game against the Giants. 
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and hit fullback Jarrod Bunch for the 
game-winner with 1:07 remaining. 

Throughout the waning moments, 
members of the Bears’ secondary were 
inexplicably playing different coverages. 
The crossed signals led to wide-open 
receivers, puzzled looks on the faces of 
Bear defenders, and, ultimately, a frus- 
trating loss that very easily could have 
been a big victory. 

In his first game with the Bears, 
Blaylock, among others, wondered what 
in the wide, wide world of sports was 
going on out there. 

“The whole last series we were in dis- 
array,” Blaylock said. “The defense is 
fairly basic. It was just miscommunica- 
tion between all of us. We were all play- 
ing different things and you can’t have 
that. I just can’t believe we blew some- 
thing like that. It’s ridiculous. At the end 
of the game like that we should all be 
together.” 

“There was a lot of miscommunica- 
tion,” added safety Markus Paul. “Tony 
was playing a zone coverage and Mark 
(Carrier) and I were playing a man cover- 
age.” 

Blaylock took the bulk of the blame 
but was clearly not solely at fault. 
Several players said that calls from the 
sideline were not coming in until the 
Giants already were lined up. That gave 
players no time to communicate with 
their teammates or get in the right posi- 
tion for their assignment. 

“We didn’t have a hundred coverage 
calls, we just weren’t getting them all 
together quick enough as a coaching staff 
and as players,” Carrier said. “We have 
to relay that to everybody.” 

Blaylock was evidently expecting 
deep help from a safety on his pass inter- 
ference penalty. When it didn’t come, he 
panicked and jumped on top of Jackson. 
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“The guy just got inside him and he 
grabbed him,” Wannstedt said. “We’re 
better than that. We have to be better than 
that. We have to learn to win games in 
those situations and they don’t happen by 
just talking about it. There are a lot of sit- 
uations out there that ‘we need to get 
squared away.” 

Unfortunately, the final act ruined 
what had been a sterling come-from- 
behind performance by the Bears in a 
game of well-defined peaks and valleys. 

The Bears looked miserable early but 
turned things around late in the first half. 
Trailing 9-0 on three David Treadwell 
field goals on New York’s first three pos- 
sessions, quarterback Jim Harbaugh (16 
of 28, 178 yards; 1 TD, 1 interception) 
left another shaky start in the rearview 
mirror by expertly directing a two-minute 
drill. 

Harbaugh marched the Bears 85 yards 
in 10 plays as Chicago picked up first 
downs on five consecutive plays: an 11- 
yard pass to Wendell Davis; an 11-yard 
Harbaugh scramble; a 20-yard pass to 
fullback Bob Christian; a 12-yard pass to 
Terry Obee; and a 12-yard rush by 
Christian. 

At the two-yard line with :06 left, the 
Bears opted to go for a quick score 
instead of kicking a field goal. Harbaugh 
took a three-step drop and connected 
wifh Obee on a quick slant. The scoring 
strike electrified the crowd and drew the 
Bears to within 9-7. The play was 
designed to take only three seconds 
(which it did) so the Bears could have 
attempted a field goal had the pass play 
not worked. 

“A lot of people came to me and said 
it was pretty quick,” Obee said of his first 
pro TD. “But those six seconds were the 
longest six seconds of my life. It felt like 
it took 40 seconds. I just had to get inside 
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Miscommunication in the secondary cost the 
Bears as the Giants rallied for a 26-20 win. 
(Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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the guy. Harbaugh threw a great ball. I 
couldn’t drop that. He hit me right on ‘the 
numbers.” 

The Bears carried their momentum 
into the second half. After stuffing the 
Giants on three plays to start the third 
quarter, rookie linebacker Myron Baker 
blocked a Sean Landeta punt after a one- 
hop snap, scooped it up at the five-yard 
line and waltzed into the end zone for his 
first pro TD, giving the Bears a 14-9 
lead. 

A third down blitz and pressure by 
Chris Zorich forced the Giants to punt 
the ball away without a first down on 
their next possession. And when Obee 
returned the punt 28 yards to the Giants’ 
37, the Bears were ready to move in for 
the kill. 

They eventually advanced to the 
Giants’ four on a 22-yard pass to Tom 
Waddle and three rushes for 13 yards by 
fullback Craig Heyward. But the Bears 
couldn’t push it into the end zone and 
were forced to kick a field goal. Kevin 
Butler’s 20-yard boot was perfect, but the 
momentum had swung back to the 
Giants. 

New York cut it to 17-16 on a 40-yard 
TD pass from Simms to Jackson off a 
flta-flicker play with :19 left in the third 
quarter. The Bears couldn’t manage a 
first down, and the Giants took over at 
their own 27 following a 51-yard punt by 
Chris Gardocki. New York sliced 
through the Bears’ defense, surging to 
the Chicago 12 without even needing a 
third down play. 

The Bears’ defense stiffened, howev- 
er, and Treadwell kicked a 36-yard field 
goal to put New York on top 19-17 with 
9:44 left in the game. On the play preced- 
ing the kick, the Bears chose to decline a 
New York penalty (offensive pass inter- 
ference) that would have pushed the 
Giants back into a third-and-28 at the 29- 
yard line. 

Chicago regained the lead on a 34- 
yard field goal by Kevin Butler that bare- 
ly slipped inside the right upright (or did 


_it?) with 3:07 to play after Harbaugh had 
_again guided his team down the field on 


completions of 25 and 15 yards to 
Waddle (three catches for 62 yards). 
Just when it looked like the 
Wannstedt Era would start with a boom, 
the 1993 season opener ended with a 
thud. The sporadic pressure the Bears got 
on Simms earlier disappeared as the 
Giants kept two backs in to block on key 
plays during their game-winning drive. 
‘Add that to the confusion in the sec- 
ondary and it was a frustrating conclu- 
sion for Chicagoe’s rookie coach. 
“Obviously there were a lot of situa- 
tions and a lot of plays in the game,” 


Wannstedt said. “There wasn’t one par- 


ticular guy or one particular situation. 
We just did not get it done. 

“I’m obviously disappointed because 
of the results, and where we were at in 
the game. I’m not discouraged from the 
standpoint that we’ve got work to do. I 
know that, and I knew that before. We 
need to crank it up and ge full-speed 
ahead.” 
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Harbaugh quiets 


his vocal critics 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The Soldier Field boo-birds were out 
for blood at the outset of Sunday’s game 
against the New York Giants. The object 
of their wrath was Bears quarterback Jim 
Harbaugh, who had a poor preseason and 
struggled early Sunday. 

Harbaugh responded by kicking the 
Bear offense into high gear. He capped a 
dynamic two-minute drill at the end of 
the first half by rifling a 2-yard TD pass 
to receiver Terry Obee. On the drive, 
Harbaugh scrambled, eluded pressure and 
was right on target with his passes. He 
also looked off receivers and made good 
decisions, two things he had been criti- 
cized for in the past. 

Harbaugh also had a solid second 
half, which should invariably silence his 
critics. The Bears did not lose Sunday 
because of Jim Harbaugh. In fact because 
of him they nearly won. Harbaugh com- 
pleted 16 of 28 passes for 178 yards in 
the game. He threw one touchdown and 
one interception. 

“We did some different things with 
him,” said Bears coach Dave Wannstedt. 
“There were a few things there that they 
defended well. We tried some movement 
things with him and for the most part he 
made good decisions. He tried not to 
throw into a crowd, and he competed. He 
did what he could do to try to give us a 
chance to win.” 

Harbaugh turned defeat into victory 
on the final play of last season’s opener 
by hitting Tom Waddle with a TD pass 
against Detroit. He again tried to rally the 
Bears but coughed up the ball after get- 
ting sacked by Lawrence Taylor at the 
Chicago 19-yard line with :54 seconds 
left in the game. 

“I was trying to look the safety off so 
I could hit Wendell (Davis) down the 
sideline for a big play,” Harbaugh said. “T 
just didn’t have a chance to get it off.” 
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Taylor didn’t have much of an impact 
in the game until the Bears’ final offen- 
sive play. He finished with four tackles 
including two sacks but disappeared for 
much of the game. He was also charged 





with two offside penalties. 

The man primarily responsible for 
blocking Taylor was Jay Leeuwenburg, 
who played left tackle for the first time in 
his life. Leeuwenburg has played guard 
and center since joining the Bears last 
season, but he hasn’t played tackle since 
high school—and that was right tackle. 

Leeuwenburg was forced into the 
emergency role because of injuries to 
Troy Auzenne and John Wojciechowski. 
Given the circumstances, Leeuwenburg 
deserves to be commended for keeping 
Taylor off Harbaugh’s back. 

“T didn’t do as well as I would have 
liked to, but I really don’t put that much 
emphasis on how I do personally,” 
Leeuwenburg said. “I’m upset that the 
team lost. I’d rather give up a sack every 
down and win than play a perfect game 
and lose. 

“L.T.’s a great player and he caused 
me some trouble in certain situations. 
“We were running some draws and keep- 
ing him off-balance, and that helps.” 

The offensive line as a whole played 
pretty well. The Bears rushed for 103 
yards on 26 carries. The Bears were most 
successful running out of their “rhino” 
formation, which consists of Craig 
Heyward (51 yards on 13 carries) and 
Bob Christian (12 yards on one carry) in 
the backfield together. Darren Lewis (13 
yards on seven rushes) turned in another 
weak performance. Neal Anderson was 
inserted at flanker on a few plays but did 
not touch the ball. 

Wannstedt saw flashes from the 
offensive line but hopes the unit can 
become more consistent. “At times it was 
good, but we’re a sporadic football 
team,” he said. “We get emotional, we 
play two or three series, then we’re not. 
And that’s basically how the team 
played. That’s how we ran the ball. 

“We had two er three series where we 
ran it good with Heyward in there, but we 
need to get better than that and do it 
quick because Minnesota has a real good 
front four and we will have to be ready 
for that challenge this week.” 

The defensive line was also inconsis- 
tent. The Bears managed four sacks— 
two by Chris Zorich and one each by 
Richard Dent and Trace Armstrong—but 
didn’t pressure Simms when it counted 
late. 


Who was the last Bears running 


back to gain 100 yards in a game? 


(answer on page 23) 





“Our defensive line is definitely the 
key to our defense,” said defensive end 
Alonzo Spellman, who rotated with Dent 
and Armstrong? “If we don’t get pressure 
on the quarterback, our defense won’t 
work. We’d get a rush three or four times 
in a row, then we wouldn’t have it three 
or four times in a row. We have to get 
more consistent.” 


The following players Were not active 
for Sunday’s game: Auzenne, 
Wojciechowski, S John Mangum, WR 
Anthony Morgan, TE Chris Gedney, TE 
Keith Jennings, LB Barry Minter and DT 
Tim Ryan. All but Morgan and Minter 
are injured. Those who were activated 
but did not play included QB Peter Tom 
Willis, G Gene McGuire and OT Todd 
Perry. 
Cornerback Donnell Woolford suf- 
fered the only significant injury. He 
broke a small bone in his hand after tum- 
bling to the ground with Giants receiver 
Mark Jackson. Woolford was whistled 
for pass interference on the play. 

Woolford returned to the game wear- 
ing a Soft cast. 

“I had to get it shot up,” Woolford 
said. “It was hurting real bad.” 

Woolford doesn’t expect to miss any 
games and hopes the injury doesn’t limit 
him too much. 

“I hope it doesn’t. Our position is 
already hard enough to play,” he said. 

Rookie first-round draft pick Curtis 
Conway, hobbled by a sore ankle, saw 
limited action, He caught one pass for six 
yards and gained eight yards on a 
reverse. 
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The names and faces are different, but 
losing on the Giants’ final drive was rem- 
iniscent of last season when the Bears 
made a habit of it. 

“Maybe it’s a question of confi- 


dence,” theorized safety Shaun Gayle. 
“When something goes bad, you just 
have to step up and keep moving for- 
ward. Momentum in this game can swing 
very easily. You've got to be able to 
combat it—stop it from happening and 
pick it up again. It’s like a boxer. You 
take a couple shots, but you've got to 
keep coming. We just have to learn to do 
that.” 

The Giants rushed for 105 yards on 28 
carries. Rodney Hampton gained 76 on 
those yards on 22 carries. Quarterback 
Phil Simms completed 24 of 34 passes 
for 277 yards and two TDs to give Dan 
Reeves a victory in his debut as head 
coach of the Giants. 

“They had a very solid running game 
and. as far as Phil Simms, he knew what 
to do with the ball and we didn’t pressure 
him enough when we needed to and we 
didn’t have good coverage when that 
came along. 

“This is a new defense and a new 
offense, but we’re not going to use that as 
an excuse. We’re athletes just like they 
are, and they’re in the same boat. We’ve 
just got to pick it up and look forward to 
next week.” 
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After near misses with Minnesota and 
Seattle, Obee finally hooked on and con- 
tributed with the Bears. He caught three 
passes for 26 yards, including a nifty 2- 
yard TD reception on the final offensive 
play of the first half. 

“He’s a gutsy little player,” 
Wannstedt said. “I like his attitude and | 
like having him. on the field. He’s trying 
to win and he did a nicé job tonight.” 

There was only one thing on Obee’s 
mind after he scored his first professional 
TD. 

“IT was so excited at that point,” Obee 
said. “A lot of guys grabbed me, but I 
wanted to spike the ball. It’s unbeliev- 
able. I still have the ball. I'm glad I 
achieved that today.” 
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ores THE CHICAGO BEARS ROAD TRIPS 
*San Diego *Kansas City "Detroit *Tampa Bay 
FOR DETAILS CALL (708) 599-4600 
6058 W. 95th Street, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 





ATTENTION BEAR FANS! 
We Carry The GREATEST Selection of 
Chicago Bears Products for the 1993/94 Season! 


Mini Helmet Chairs................csec000e. $49.00 
LOGO!DOCAlS oe menses oe cent sccosamacacess $7.50 
MUSSICEI MUGS :<.2 scccesecessvrcacsconseeutess $25.00 
Porcelain Soldier Fields .................. $70.00 
Super Bowl Watches..............cesccce- $60.00 
HONE MUGS <5 oi coccernnncncctwnseccencasas $16.50 
Calan arg ee occ cesiosaceacancesverseen $9.95 
Address Stans <.,<-.<c20..:ccececccsecesas $21.00 
“Branded” JACKets -........2..-cesecsosress $430.00 
putograpess FIGHTIOUS | -.....c-ccocsanaved $369.00 





COONS inns doo hoese cccemeemceatanaas $371.00 
GOH GID WOS anc, Sects carci wre ccdasessernse $18.00 
Board Gaim@S ivs.cescesccccssc0nensssddeevgosees $32.00 
Throwback Helmets ...................002- $89.00 
Autographed Jerseys ............:ss00. $299.00 
Super Bowl Plaques. ..............ss0s0-. $56.00 
Wainut Pen Sets ...................s0ecceeee $52.95 
RUMI EONNR a ooo Sena no cn snace ss Becayszeese $10.95 
PART TUUIING o5as sccsccndstessacsecsasdscctans $99:00 


BAURGNC CIRC wx, <onccd ic cecccctacecasssaceass $25.00 


Visa and MasterCard Accepted 


SPORTS COLLECTORS HEAVEN 


P.O. Box 33141-Bears, Granada Hills, CA 91394 
Phone 818-363-1914 Fax 818-363-7280 
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SCORING SUMMARY 

New York Giants ......ccccsseee Mehassenttne 6 7 10 26 
Chicago Bear .......cccecrrcscsssesseeees) 7 10 3 20 

Giants, 1, 6:50, D. Treadwell 19-yard field goal (12-57, 6:34) 

Giants, 2, 11:33, D. Treadwell 35-yard field goal (12-73, 6:24) 

Giants, 2, 7:00, D. Treadwell 23-yard field goal (4-43, 1:33) 

Bears, 2, 0:03, T. Obee 2-yard pass from J. Harbaugh (K. Butler, 
kick) (10-85, 1:45) 

Bears, 3, 13:55, M. Baker 5-yard blocked punt return (K. Butler, 
kick) 

Bears, 3, 8:39, K. Butler 20-yard field goal (7-35, 3:31) 

Giants, 3, 0:19, M. Jackson 40-yard pass from P. Simms (D. 
Treadwell, kick) (7-78, 3:29) 

Giants, 4, 9:44, D. Treadwell 36-yard field goal(10-55, 4:43) 

Bears, 4, 3:07, K. Butler 34-yard field goal (14-68, 6:37) 

Giants, 4, 1:07, J. Bunch 1l-yard pass from P. Simms (D. 
Treadwell, kick) (7-80, 2:00) 

Attendance: 66,900; Tickets Distributed: 66,950; Unused: 50; 
Time: 2:57 

Weather: Cloudy and humid; Temperature: 71; Humidity: 68; 
Wind: NE 10 mph 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Giants Bears 
TOTAL BIRST: DOWNS <a cssendtiastsctvacecrnePe a oemiee 21 17 
By RUSH 405.5 c0ccesa,yseseetroctes tee otter EOE etn 5 7 
By: PASSin 9). 520-.sctterssssctiescnvecsd spun ee eee LCR Aras atic 14 10 
By ‘Penalty it..s Beescstrasistssacesoescapsvcccsttes tcbtos con tseaeigeee eet 2 
THIRD, DOWN) EFRIGIENGY. ct grsssssvasstesscteees epee 6-15-40% 5-12-42% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY ...0.....ccccscccsececessesseee cesses 0-0-0%  0-0-0% 
TOTAL NEW YARDS Saittrccctrecctittti:«./.cccseccclescl ern 361 269 
Total Offensive Plays (inc. time thrown passing)................ 66 57 
Average gain per Offensive play............c.cc.secssesseceseeceseseseeed 5D 4.7 
NET YARDS/RUSHING;-:.... ssrarnattien nin 105 103 
Total'‘Rushing'Plays*., ...2.c.0,seetee ca eine: 28 26 
Average gain per mishing play.........:...0.00.+0s-+-secersseeseeesacesers 3.8 4.0 
NET Y ARDS!PASSING ina. nee 256 166 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass ...............++. 4-2] 3-12 
Gross yards passin gt rsceae ecsevees- cise tec ee, A 277 178 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. ............. 34-24-0 28-16-1 
Average gain per pass play (inc. # thrown passing)............ 6.7 5.4 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks ........cccccceseessesceeeereees 7-3-3 5-1-1. 
PUNTS Number and Average ........./...:.ccs0-esecececsscsesensecsessss 4-31.3 5-39.8 
Had Blocked Ai Fettescssstis torsos hoc tenes tick ate en ] 0 
FG -PATs ‘Had Blocked! 2s. teqtieetnte ne 0-0 0-0 
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickoffs) .....22 28 
Nov andiYards;PuntiReturnsrc.s,.o1 2... ee 1-7 1-28 
No. and Yards Kickoff Retums.............:ccecssecsssesescecececeeeess 4-73 3-52 
No. and Yards Interception Returns ............c:cseesessseseereeseees 1-15 0-0 
PENALTIES Number and: Yards «.;...........0..0.esececereecssersseeeees 6-45 4-88 
FUMBLES'Numberand!ost!.:. 6.10.5. rte aeeies 0-0 3-1 
TOUCHDOWNS Srttits..destrthuasc-s mettre ete ee 2 2 
RUSHING 3 Foress tot ospengioscosterscte raced tmetaeS eeeseel ee 0 0 
PASSIN Bee 28 Stereceestaceaystenastivseeceses etter en Nee 2 1 
DEFENSIVE/KICKING GAME. ...0...<.ccccssccecscsececessccsseeceeee se 0/0 1/0 
EXTRA POINTS Made-Attempts.......-.cc.ccccssssscececeteseesseacesans 2-2 2-2 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempts ............ccceseccsescoescesececessoseeces 4-4 2-2 
SARE TIES orc. assseseanstttotts Miccosa shee coeis tations ere ee ae 0 0 
FINAL SCORE......... Pbagtoreesedtaoetes cehact sande seacts tte Poet teeta ERTTTT 26 20 
TIME’ OF'POSSESSION scinueet eenie. eee 33:52 26:08 
CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Heyward 13 51 3.9 7 0 
Harbaugh 4 19 4.8 11 0 
Lewis 7 13 1.9 3 0 
Christian Lt abe 12 12.0 12 0 
Conway ] 8 8.0 8 0 
Had 
PASSING Att. Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. 
Harbaugh 28 16 178 3 12 ] 25 1 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Lewis 4 26 18 0 
Waddle | 3 62 25 0 
Christian cen 37 20 0 
Obee 3 26 L 2imiessk 
Davis 2 21 en ©) 
Conway l 6 6 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Gardocki 5 199 59'S 0 | 51 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Obee | 2 28 28 Q) 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Obee 3 0 52 230 





Rushing Yards 


ElBears 
@ Giants 


Passing Yards 


EiBears 


Hi Giants 





NEW YORK GIANTS 
- Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. . Gain TD 
Hampton 22 76 3 16 0 
Meggett 2 27 13.5 23 0 
Bunch 1 4 4.0 4 0 
Simms 3 -2 -.7 0 0 
Had 
PASSING Att. Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. 
Simms 34. 24 271 - 4°. -2F 2 40 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Sherrard 6 87 38 =O 
Jackson 4 73 40 | 
Bunch 4 22 15 1 
Hampton 3 13 6 0 
Cross 2 23 iS 30 
McCaffrey 2 21 iS =a 
Calloway 1 24 24 QO 
Meggett 1 9 9 0 
Pierce l 5 5 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Guyton l 15. iS-3 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Landeta 3 125; 4157 5-0 1 SI 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Meggett l 3 7 7 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG -TD 
Meggett 2 0 50 35: 30 
Calloway ] 0) 21 21 0 
Cross I 0 2 2a) 


STATISTICS 


3rd-Down Conversions 


EiBears 
@ Giants 


38% 40% 42% 


Time of Possession 


[Bears | 


MGiants 


Soooccoecocoocooceoocooconx~nsS 
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CHICAGO BEARS 
Unofficial 
T A SK YL INT. PD FR 
Jones 9 3 0.0 0.0 0 
Zorich 7 0 2.0 7.0 0) 
Woolford 6 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Cain 5 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Blaylock 4 1 0.0 0.0 0 
Smith 3 1 0.0 0.0 0 
McMichael 3 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Carrier 2 I 0.0 0.0 0 
Cox 2 1 6.0 6 °6OO))C*8 
Armstrong 2 0 LO: 80° 0 
Dent 2 0 10 “G00 
Douglass 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Spellman 2 0 0.0 00 0 
Gayle i | 0.0 0.0 0 
Perry 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 
Morrissey | 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Paul I 6) 0.0 0.0 0 
Baker 0 0 0:0 0.0 0 
Christian 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Green 0 0 0.0 00 0 
Harbaugh 0 0 0.0 0:0; ~'0 
Leeuwenburg 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 
NEW YORK GIANTS 
Unofficial 
T A SK YL INT. PD 
Collins 5 1 00 00 O 0 
Bailey 5 O 300: - 010: . -@ 0 
Hamilton 4 1 00 00 0 I 
Miller 3 2 00 10:0 30 0 
Sparks “ 0 0.0 00 0 0 
Taylor 4 0 2:0. 2105-40 0 
Brooks 3 1 0.0 . 0.0 0 0 
Jackson 3 l 0.0 0.0 0 0 
Armstead 3 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 
Dillard 2 I 10-100 0 i 
Fox 2 1 0.0 0.0 0 1 
Guyton 2 I 00 0.0 I ] 
Williams 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 
Raymond 1 0 -.-00 00 0O 0 
Thornton 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 
Brown 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 
Campbell 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 
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By David Marran 
Bear Report Correspondent 


Chris Zorich doesn’t remember too 
much about the game of his life. 

In fact, the third-year defensive tackle 
didn’t look upon his performance Sunday 

-as a career day but as a total bummer. 
Zorich blamed himself for the Bears’ 26- 
20 Opening Day loss to the New York 
Giants at Soldier Field. Zorich felt he 
should have caught quarterback Phil 
Simms during New York’s game-win- 
ning drive in the fourth quarter. 

“The last couple plays, I blame myself 
for everything that happened,” he said. 
“There were a couple of plays where I 
should have gotten in there.” 

The one play that haunts Zorich turned 
out to be a key one in the Bears’ demise. 
It came on third and 18 late in the game 
when Simms hit Chris Calloway for a 24- 
yard gain. The long-gainer got the Giants 
out of the shadow of their own end zone 
and gave them some momentum. Five 


plays later, New York scored the game- 


winner. 
“T should have gotten in there a little 
bit better,” Zorich said. “I should have 


tried to put more pressure on him. I was ~ 


just trying to get around some linemen 
and I didn’t. The only thing I could do 
was turn around and see what was hap- 
pening.” 

After the game, Zorich didn’t want to 
talk about his positives, but it was obvi- 
ous he was comfortable and effective in 
the new defense. The 6-foot-1, 284- 
pound Chicagoan led the Bears with two 
sacks and was second to Dante Jones 
with seven tackles. The tackle and sack 
output were career highs. 

“Chris was active out there all game,” 
Coach Dave Wannstedt said. “He gives 
us a chance to make some plays. He’s 
playing with a lot of enthusiasm and 
that’s what we need right now.” 


gad 


NEW HERO: A little sleight of hand 
gave rookie Myron Baker the thrill of his 
football life Sunday. 

Early in the third quarter, Baker, a 
rookie linebacker, slashed through the 
Giant line untouched and blocked a Sean 
Landeta punt. After a few convenient 
bounces, Baker scooped up his work and 
cruised into the end zone unmolested for 
a touchdown. The score turned a 9-7 
deficit into a 14-9 lead. 

Baker said a disguised formation laid 
the groundwork for the block. 

“We set them up,” Baker said. “We 
ran one way the first time and then we 
did the exact opposite. They were think- 
ing we were going to do the same thing 
because we were in the same alignment.” 

When asked if the blocked-punt- 

turned TD was the highlight of his foot- 
ball career, Baker said, “Yeah, you could 
say that.” 

The Louisiana Tech product was a bit 
more retiring when asked if his new nick- 
name was going to be “Myron Baker the 
Touchdown Maker.” 

“I don’t know about all that,” the 
fourth-round pick said. “I’m just going to 
do my best every time I go on the field.” 

The Bears almost got another block on 
the Giants’ next possession. Bob 
Christian barreled through the line and 
had a clean shot at Landeta but he just 
missed the ball. 

“We worked extremely hard this week 
on the punt block,” Wannstedt said. 
“(Baker) made a play. Myron did a nice 


-Zorich's big 





day wasted 


by late rally 


job of not just blocking the thing but 
picking it up and scoring.” 

Said Baker, “Special teams is one of 
the biggest parts of the game. Most peo- 
ple don’t look at it that way but we do.” 
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CONKED: Replays revealed that 
wide receiver Terry Obee took a solid 
punch to the helmet from Giant line- 
backer Michael Brooks after Obee’s sec- 
ond-quarter touchdown. Obee was lying 
on the ground when the Giant fist came 
down. 

“IT got hit a couple times,” he said. 
“But I felt so good. I was in the end zone, 
the referee had his hand up so it didn’t 
matter.” 
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NEW ROLE: Defensive end Trace 
Armstrong admitted his new job may 
take some getting used to. Armstrong 
spent most of Sunday afternoon rotating 
with Richard Dent.and Alonzo Spellman 
at defensive end. 

“That’s the coach’s plan and that’s the 
way they want to do things,” said 
Armstrong, who had two tackles includ- 
ing a sack. “I trust them completely. It’s 
just something Richard, Alonzo and I are 
going to have to get used to. I guess that 
will come with time.” 

Dent and Spellman each recorded two 
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1. SIX NEWSLETTERS- 10 PAGES EACH- SEPT."93 THRU FEB.94 
NFL ANALYSIS, COLLEGE PLAYERS EVALUATED, COLLEGE TOP 30-MONTHLY 
2. °94 DRAFT INSIDERS’ DIGEST "YEARBOOK"— LATE MARCH "94 
MOST ACCURATE DRAFT ANALYSIS IN THE NATION- OVER 100 PAGES- TOP 600 PLAYERS RATED, 
DRAFT PROJECTIONS FOR ALL PLAYERS, ALL 28 NFL TEAMS EVALUATED, OVER 300 PLAYER PROFILES, 
SPECIAL PLAYER SECTIONS, SMALL COLLEGE PLAYERS IN DEPTH, MOCK DRAFT-SEVEN ROUNDS 
3. °94 DRAFT INSIDERS’ DIGEST "UPDATE™— LATE APRIL "94 $7.95 
LATEST DRAFT AND FREE AGENT NEWS, WORKOUTS, COLLEGE PLAYERS MOVING UP, 
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tackles. One of Dent’s tackles was the 
113th sack of his career. He’s the Bears’ 
all-time leader in that category and is 
third among active NFL players behind 
Reggie White and Lawrence Taylor. 
Taylor’s two sacks of Jim Harbaugh 
Sunday were his first against the Bears. 
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LIMITED ROLE: Running back 
Neal Anderson played but did not touch 
the ball Sunday. 

Anderson, who is third on the Bears’ 
career rushing list, injured his hamstring 
July 22 and did not play in the preseason. 
After a week of practice, Anderson was 
deemed healthy enough to face the 
Giants. The coaching staff decided to 
start Darren Lewis at running back and 
use Anderson sporadically at flanker. 

“I felt healthy enough (to run the 
ball),” Anderson said. “I don’t know 
what kind of production I would have 
had. It depends on the plays and the 
blocking and what the defense was doing 
but I was healthy enough that I could 
have run today.” 

Anderson was used mostly on third 
down situations but did not have a pass 
thrown to him all game. Despite that, 
Anderson enjoyed his first extended 
action at flanker. 

“T liked being split out there,” he said. 
“I don’t mind that. I thought I was open a 
couple of times and they didn’t see me. 

“T just want to work my way back into 
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the lineup and get in the ballgame and 
make some plays. That’s the thing ! 
wasn’t happy about today; I wasn’t able 
to make any plays but I didn’t have the 
opportunity. I didn’t get the ball.” 

Sunday marked the first time since 
1986 that Anderson did not start the 
Opener. In 1986, Anderson’s rookie year, 
Walter Payton was the starter. 
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GAME NOTES: Sunday was the 
fourth straight year the Bears have 
opened with a new left tackle. Jay. 
Leeuwenburg got the nod against the 
Giants following Troy Auzenne (1992), 
Stan Thomas (1991) and Jimbo Covert 
(1990). 

...Guard Tom Thayer’s streak of 80 
consecutive starts came to an end 
Sunday. Thayer opened the season on the 
physically-unable-to-perform list after 
summer back surgery. Free agent acquisi- 
tion Vernice Smith started at right guard. 

Thayer quietly became one of the 
most durable Bears since he joined the 
club in 1985. Prior to Sunday, Thayer 
played in all 124 games since making the 
team in 1985. That streak was the longest 
streak of any offensive player. He played 
in every game the past eight seasons and 
started 104 of 105 of those contests. 

Between 1985 and 1992, Thayer 
missed only one practice (Dec. 16, 1992) 
but still managed to play in that week’s 
game. 

... Lhe Bears were Chicago’s most 
popular summer replacement series, 
according to the ratings. 

... Lhe Nielsen Ratings revealed that 
the Bears’ preseason games against New 
Orleans and Dallas were the two highest- 
rated shows in Chicago prime time last 
week. 

..since George Halas left for good in 

1967, only one Bear coach has won his 
debut. Losing in their curtain-raisers 
were Jim Dooley (1968), Abe Gibron 
(1972), Jack Pardee (1975), Mike Ditka 
(1982) and Wannstedt. Neill Armstrong 
won his debut in 1978. 
; ..This was the 11th consecutive year 
the Bears have opened the season at 
Soldier Field. Their record in those 
games is 9-2. 
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Terry Obee celebrates his first professional touchdown, a two-yarder from quarterback Jim Kevin Butler exalts after his 34-yard field goal gave 
Harbaugh on the final offensive play of the first half. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) the Bears a 20-19 lead with 3:07 left in the game. 
(Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Giants quarterback Phil Simms completed this third-and-18 pass to spark Bears fullback Bob Christian feels the wrath of cornerback Phil Sparks. 
the Giants' game-winning touchdown march. (Bear Report photo by Tanya Christian had one carry for 12 yards. (Bear Report photo by Steve 


Woltmann) re ° Woltmann) 








BEAR REPORT 





SEPTEMBER 11, 1993 1 T 








DOUG BUFFOKE xy 





If you had told me before Sunday’s 
game that the Bears would have a chance 
to win by holding the Giants on third- 
and-18 from the New York 12, I would 
have been elated. That’s a situation I 
would take a hundred times out of a hun- 
dred times. 

That game was just given away. I’m 
sick about it. I can’t imagine how the 
players and coaches feel after losing like 
the Bears did to the Giants. Sure, you’ re 
going to get beat physically, you’re going 
to get run over, and you’re going to get 
outplayed on occasion, but there’s no 
excuse to get beat mentally. 

The Bears invested too much work, 
too much effort and too much sweat to 
lose a game like that. Unfortunately, 
they’re just not good enough yet to put 
teams away. They’ve been in the same 
situation before on many occasions. It 
seems breakdowns here or there result in 
a heart-breaking loss. 

I’m not questioning their hustle, I just 
think the Bears defense, and especially 
the secondary, must work on its tackling. 
I don’t want to blame the defense solely 
for the loss, but the defense is what has to 
make the difference early in the season. 
That’s what the Bears will be forced to 
rely on, and the defense let the team 
down Sunday. 

There were some bright spots to build 
on, however. I was very impressed again 
with the play of Bobby Christian. I think 
he’ll play an even more significant role 


as the season progresses. I was also ~ 


impressed with the play Myron Baker 
made to block that punt, pick it up and 
run it in for a touchdown. The Bears 
haven’t blocked a punt for a TD since 
one of the replacement games in 1987. 
Remember Egypt Allen? 

I was also glad to see Jim Harbaugh 
come around a bit. He started slow but 
had his best game yet, including the pre- 
season contests. He was on target for the 
most part and he made good decisions. It 
was interesting to see that they used him 
in many different ways. They had him 
rolling out and throwing on the run. 


I was especially happy to see how » 


well the two-minute drill worked. 
Harbaugh was poised under pressure and 
moved the Bears to their first score of the 
season. Everybody was extremely con- 
cerned with the offensive line, specifical- 
ly Jay Leeuwenburg blocking the great 
Lawrence Taylor. 

As a whole, the offensive line did a 
pretty good job. The Bears rushed for 
over 100 yards in Sunday’s game. 

Defensively, I was a little disappoint- 
ed in the first half. The Giants led only 9- 
0, but they. held a tremendous edge in 
time of possession. They mixed the run 
with the pass and kept the Bears offense 


on the sideline. Early, the Bears’ defense 
couldn’t stop the Giants. The Bears were 
fortunate to be trailing only by nine. 

Dave Wannstedt made an excellent 
decision on the last offensive play of the 
first half. He chose a play that would take 
only a few seconds so the Bears could go 
for the field goal if they failed to get into 
the end zone. A perfect pass by Harbaugh 
to Terry Obee, of course, cut the deficit 
to 9-7. 

Looking ahead to this week’s game in 
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What a bummer! 


Minnesota, it’s too bad the Vikings lost 
so badly to the Raiders in Los Angeles. 
Playing in the Metrodome is tough 
enough. Now the Bears will really be 
walking into a buzz saw up there. The 
Vikings are going to want to bounce back 
in a big way, and you know Jim 
McMahon will have them fired up to play 
his old mates. 

The Vikings’ offensive line is suspect, 
so the Bears—and hopefully Neal 
Anderson—may be able to exploit that 
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weakness. Minnesota lost three of its five 
starters on the line from last year. Brian 
Habib signed with the Broncos, Kirk 
Lowdermilk signed with the Colts, and 
Gary Zimmerman was traded to the 
Broncos. You don’t replace that kind of 
talent overnight. 

On the other hand, Minnesota’s defen- 
sive line is much stronger than the one 
the Bears faced in the season opener. 
Moving the football will be a difficult 
task against the Vikings, especially in 
that loud dome. 

The way to stop the Vikes is to make 
them run the bail. 


Doug Buffone hosts the Doug Buffone 
Sports Magazine Sunday mornings on 
SportsChannel. 
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has been at each game, in the locker 
room, on the sidelines and in the 
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mation on the Bears, 26 times a year! 
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media guide absolutely FREE with 
your paid subscription. So order your 
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By John Delcos 
Bear Report Correspondent 


The edge is off the rivalry. 

For the past 10 years — or more to the 
point, during the Mike Ditka Era — this 
was a match-up with bite. Bears vs. 
Vikings was a rivalry which usually 
determined the outcome of the NFC 
Central Division. 

One year, it was the battered and 
bruised Jim McMahon coming off the 
bench to throw three touchdown passes 
on three consecutive passes. Then there 
was the Roller Dome Game. Every year, 
the games usually meant something — 
both times. Every year, there was some- 
thing special to remember, and build a 
season around. 

Not so much anymore. 

Dennis Green has returned the 
Vikings to contender status, but the Bears 
are in a rebuilding mode. With new 
coach Dave Wannstedt, the Bears aren’t 
expected to contend. However, that’s not 
to say this won’t resume being a physi- 
cal, or emotional, series. 

McMahon, the former Bear, Charger, 
Eagle and now current Viking starter, is 
on record of saying he’d like to beat 
Bears President Mike McCaskey. He 
wants him twice. 

From the outset, McMahon was 
Green’s choice, and removed any hint of 
a quarterback controversy by trading 
Rich Gannon. The Vikings hope 
McMahon will provide the leadership 
needed to improve on last season’s 11-5 
record in Green’s first year. 

The Vikings won last season by feast- 
ing with a 7-1 record within the division, 
a record they will have trouble duplicat- 


ing considering the anticipated improve- 
ment of Detroit and Green Bay. 


WHEN THE VIKINGS 


HAVE THE BALL 
The Vikings haven’ t had a dependable 
passer since Tommy Kramer, and hope 
the 34-year-old McMahon will be able to 


stay healthy enough for one more season. 


There is no doubting McMahon’s 
leadership abilities and history of leading 
a team. Most recently he led the Eagles 
within a game of the playoffs two years 
ago when Randall Cunningham was 
injured, and the Vikings are gambling he 
will be able to remain healthy. McMahon 
is worth the gamble based on his num- 
bers within the division: he is 27-5 
against the NFC Central, including 7-1 
against Green Bay. 

Terry Allen, who set a club record 

allie 


Jim McMahon 


ee 


New look to old rivalry 


with 1,201 yards last season, was sup- 
posed to take the pressure off McMahon, 
but the 1,000-yard running back is lost 
for the season with a knee injury, leaving 
the Vikings to go with the trio of rookie 
Robert Smith, veteran Roger Craig, and 
newly-acquired Barry Word from Kansas 
City. 

The Vikings have plenty of outside 
speed in Qadry Ismail, Cris Carter and 
Anthony Carter, and in Steve Jordan, 
they have one of the NFL’s most consis- 
tent tight ends. 

What the Vikings also have are plenty 
of questions on the offensive line. With 
the trade of All-Pro tackle Gary 
Zimmerman to Denver, and losing Kirk 
Lowdermilk and Brian Habib through 
free agency, the Vikings must replace 60 
percent of their line. 

Just how many guys can Randall 





Anthony Carter 





McDaniel block? 
WHEN THE BEARS 


HAVE THE BALL 


Last year, the Vikings led the league 
in interceptions with 28 and the NFC 
with 42 turnovers. 

Much of the credit has to go to the line 
of Chris Doleman, Henry Thomas and 
John Randle, who combined for 32 sacks. 
Missed, however, will be Al Noga, who 
left via free agency to Washington. 

The linebacking is relatively solid 
with Jack Del Rio in the middie, Mike 
Merriweather on the right side, and 
Carlos Jenkins on the left. 

Cornerback Audray McMillian shared 
the league lead with eight interceptions, 
and strong safety Todd Scott added five. 

The defense is good, but it’s not the 
unit of the underachieving Viking teams 
of Joey Browner and Keith Millard. 


HOW TO BEAT THE 
VIKINGS 


Viking teams have always been asso- 
ciated with power, but that is the key to 
beating them. With the losses of 
Zimmerman, Lowdermilk and Habib on 
the line, it should be harder to establish 
the run — at least that is what opposing 
defensive coordinators are banking on. 
Shut down the run, force the immobile 
McMahon into passing situations, then 
rush. 

Note, there is a difference between 
rushing and blitzing. A pounding rush 
will eventually get to McMahon, but a 
defense can’t expect to beat him simply 
with the blitz — he is too strong for that. 

Offensively, teams want to establish 
the run as to neutralize the pass rush of 
Doleman. 


| WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE VIKINGS HAVE THE BALL 
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acts and Figures 


Kickoff: Noon Chicago time, Sunday, September 12. 

Site: Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Capacity: 63,000 

Playing surface: Artificial turf 

Last meeting: Bears lost 38-10 at Chicago on Monday Night 


Football, November 2, 1992. 

Series history: Vikings lead 32-29-2. Vikings swept Bears last 
season after Bears swept Vikes in 1991. Bears are 1-4 at 
Minnesota the past five years. 

Radio-TV coverage: Game will be televised live on a regional 
basis by CBS. It will also be carried by WGN Radio and the Bears 
Radio Network with announcers Wayne Larivee, Gary Fencik, 
Dick Butkus and Hub Arkush. 





Jim McMahon will lead the Vikings against the Bears Sunday in 
Minnesota. (Bear Report file photo by Steve Woltmann) 








*Age as of Opening Day, 1993 


=~ 
Min 50t 
Viki 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age* Yr. College 
“ Jim Harbaugh ...........sse0 QB 6-3 215 29 7 Michigan 
6 Kevin Butler .................s0.00 K 6-1 190 30 9 Georgia 
10 Peter Tom Willis.............. QB 6-2 204 26 4 Florida State Zi 
17 Chris Gardocki................. P/K 6-1 196 23 3 Clemson No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Yr. College 
20  =- Mark Carriel.............-:-00e S 6-1 192 25 4 USC 7 Fuad Reveiz K 5-11 226 29 9 Tennessee - 
21 Donnell Woolford.............. CB 5-9 185 27 5 Clemson 9 Jim McMahon QB 6-1 195 34 12 Brigham Young 
22 Robert Green..............00... RB 5-8 207 22 2 William & Mary 12 Sean Salisbury QB 6-5 217 29 5 USC 
23 Shaun Gayle S 5-11 202 31.10 Ohio State 13 Gino Torretta QB 6-2 219 22 R Miami 
ae eS a Hy - 14 Brad Johnson QB 6-5 225 24 1 Florida State 
25 Keshon Johnson............... CB 5-10 177 23 R Arizona 
18 Harry Newsome P 6-0 185 29 9 Wake Forest 
26 JOHN MANnQuim.......scssseeccseres S 5-10 178 26 4 Alabama 20 (2 : 
= obert Smith RB 6-0 195 20 R Ohio State 
33 Darren LeWiS ..........ccceeees RB 5-10 225 24 3 Texas A&M 93 Barry Word" RB 6-2 045 30 5 Virginia 
35 Neal Anderson............... RB 5-11 215 29 8 Florida D4 Jayice Pearson CB 5-11 186 99 7 Washington 
36 Markus Paul..........-cscccsssees S 6-2 200 27 5 Syracuse , 
25 Vencie Glenn S 6-0 189 28 8 Indiana State 
37 Maurice Douglass.............. S 5-11 202 29 7 Kentucky 26 Audray McMillian CB 6-0 190 30 8 Houston 
39 = Jeremy LINCOIN.........-.0.++. CB 5-10 184 24 2 Tennessee 27 Anthony Parker CB 5-10 179 26 3 ArivonalState 
“el pee sien IH Spiess AS = _ pe on : eee 28 Izel Jenkins CB 5-10 190 29 6 North Carolina St. 
45 raig Heyward.................. - ittsburg 29 Charles Evans RB 6-1 217 26 1 Clark 
47 Anthony Blaylock.............. CB 5-10 185 28 6 Winston-Salem St. 33 Roger Craig RB 6-0 219 33 11 Nebraska 
51 Jim Morrissey ...........::c00e LB 6-3 225 30 9 Michigan State 36 Ron Carpenter DB 6-1 188 23 R Miami (Ohio) 
53 Dante JONES ............scecseees LB 6-1 238 28 6 Oklahoma 38 Todd Scott S 5-10 191 24 3 SW Louisiana 
54 PROM GO icikcs.ccasesvsscsccesteres LB 6-2 235 25 4 Fresno State 39 Carl Lee CB 5-11 182 31 11 Marshall 
55 —- VINSON SMIith...........--ecnenenee LB 6-2 236 28 7 East Carolina 46 Derek Tennell TE = 6-2 258 28 16 _ UCLA 
58 Jay Leeuwenburg............. OL 6-2 290 24 2 Colorado 51 Carlos Jenkins LB 6-3 219 25 3 Michigan State 
59 Joe Cain LB $-1 233 28 5 Oregon Tech 53 Fred Strickland LB 6-2 250 26 6 Purdue 
nae a ge eee 54 Dave Garnett LB 6-2 225 22 R Stanford 
60 Gene MCGuire..........cseee C 6-2 284 23 2 Notre Dame 1 
55 Jack Del Rio LB 6-4 250 30 9 Southern California 
62 MAIK BONER. cccsnnccseescscnverseee G 6-6 282 32 11 lowa 56 Ohits'Doleinan DE 65 975 34 ; Pittsburgh 
67 Jerry Fontenot .......20.sceee G/C 6-3 287 26 5 Texas A&M 58 Ed McDaniel LB 5-14 990 93 3 Gigesor 
69 Vernice Smith ..............s0000 G 6-3 298 27 5 Florida A& M - : 
: 59 Ashley Sheppard LB 6-3 258 23 R Clemson 
70 == FrOy AUZENMNE ........0s0eere0ee 7 6-7 290 24 2 California 60 Adar Schreiber CG 6-4 590 30 10 Taias 
71 James Williams.................. it 6-7 335 25 3 Cheyney St. (PA) 61 Everett Lindsay G 6-4 296 22 R Mississippi 
72 William Perry .........ccccssereee DT 6-2 335 30 9 Clemson 62 Jeff Christy G 6-3 289 21 4 Pittsburgh 
73 John Wojciechowski ........ G/T - 6-4 280 30 vf Michigan State 64 Randall McDaniel G 6-3 280 28 6 Arizona 
74 Albert Fontenot.............0+6. DE 6-4 260 22 R Baylor 66 John Gerak G 6-3 292 23 R Penn State 
75 FO PRY se o0ncsecsscscccccvenecy T 6-5 291 22 R Kentucky 68 Mike Morris C 6-5 273 32 6 N.E. Missouri St. 
76 Steve McMichael .............. DT 6-2 268 35 14 Texas 69 Todd Kalis G 6-5 297 27 6 Arizona State 
78 Keith Van Horne .............++ T 6-6 290 35 13 USC 72 Soc aoaee or. 3 oot 2 2 Sel: 
iS CONWAY ........00+0-086 WR 6-0 185 22 R USC 75 ernard Dafney ennessee 
at sede WR 6-1 195 25 3 Tennessee 76 Tim Irwin i) 6-7 297 35 13 Tennessee 
82 Wendell DaviS....scs.cssse- WR 5-11 188 27 6 = °ESU Ti ered Culpeppet Deco! 267 24 2 Florida 
are 80 Cris Carter WR 6-3 197 27 7 Ohio State 
Bo TERRY ODEO ssatiessinan see WR 5-10 188 25 1 Oregon 
81 Anthony Carter WR 5-11 181 32 9 Michigan 
84 Chris Gedney..........s.ccccreee ie 6-5 254 23 R Syracuse g0 Gadry Ismail WR 60 190 30 3 Syranties 
85 Keith Jennings .............0 iE 6-4 260 27 4 Clemson 83 ies Jordan TE 6-3 240 30 10 Brown 
87 TOM Waddle ........s02.ceeeree WR 6-0 185 26 4 Boston College a4 Eric Guliford WR 5-8 160 93 A. ivona’ Stats 
88 Danta Whitakel...........00+++. TE 6-4 245 29 4 Miss. Valley St. a5 Brent Novoselsky TE 6-2 937 26 6 Pennsylvania 
89 Ryan Wetnight Fescesescerevccess Te aa ao 5 : \ pale 86 Jake Reed WR 6-3 220 25 2 Grambling 
90 Alonzo Spellman ...........06 DE io State 87 Mike Tice TE 6-7 253 33 13 Maryland ~ 
94 Myron Baker...........0scccseee LB 6-1 221 22 R Louisiana Tech 89 Olanda Truitt WR 6-0 190 22 R Mississippi State 
92 Barry Minter.............000s00 LB 6-2 236 pe B ae 90 Robert Harris DE 6-4 285 23 2 Souter 
93 Trace ArMStfong......c.++++« DE 6-4 265 =~ orida 91 Greg Manusky LB 6-1 237 26 6 olgate 
95 Richard Dent = sgieeiteesd DE 6-5 265 32 11 Tennessee State 92 Roy Barker DT 6-4 292 24 2 North Carolina 
97 GAS: ZOMG :.esiis0cc0ccce0ce008 DT 6-1 284 24 3 Notre Dame 93 John Randle DT 6-1 270 25 4 Texas A&l 
98 Carl Simpson...........-.....0+ DT 6-2 278 23 R Florida State or pepe Dae PY aS oe S Sack Ou 
sera | uacio zs , 
99 FETT PRVOIN s isiecs ceseascaseston evtss DT 6-4 265 25 4 USC oe onde Hare ae <4 oye S32 ; omple 
“Exempt 
; Reserve/injured 
9 Shane Matthews............... QB 6-3 192 23 R Florida a4 Tarry/Alen AB O5-10 107 DA 3 Clavcna 
4G ~—- SONNAWOW.. «....0555.5.-0000000022 FB 5-11 226 23 R Colorado State : ; 
: 35 Ronnie West WR 6-2 215 25 2 Pittsburg State 
Foe OR en EE nese ature eos. oe aa ee i 5 teste 43 Luke Fisher TE) BOS 2059.» (24 East Carolina 
63 Todd Burger ...................... G 6-3 266 23 R Penn State Practice Squad 
94 Frank Kimet............cssseeceees DL 6-3 289 23 1 Purdue “, 42 Shatin Jones Ss 6-1 200 03 R Georgia Tech 
| é 57 William Sims LB 6-3 265 22 R SW Louisiana 
88 Glen KozlowsKi...............+ WR 6-1 210 30 8 BYU 
74 ‘Tony Nichols..............-....0+ T 6-4 290 22 R San Diego State 
57 = TOM THAYEM.........5..ccacecoersees G 6-4 284 32 9 Notre Dame & 
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PAUL'S ODYSSEY 





By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Markus Paul must have felt like he 
was in the midst of a “Twilight Zone” 


ENDS BACK HOME 


episode as he boarded an airplane headed 


for Chicago last week. 

Paul was re-signed by the Bears last 
Tuesday just 14 days after they traded 
him to the Dallas Cowboys in a five- 


player deal. Paul was cut by the 


Cowboys on Monday, then claimed off 
waivers by the Bears the following day. 

“T’ve never had an experience like this 
in my life,” said Paul, a strong safety 
who the Bears will use as one of their 
nickel backs. “On the flight back I picked 
up a little magazine and read my horo- 
scope. It said: “Does it feel as though the 
fickle finger of fate is tapping you on the 
shoulder?’ Everything it said was apply- 
ing to me right then. It was wild. ’m 
going to start reading my horoscope a lit- 
tle more because that hit home.” 

The Cowboys coveted Paul in a trade 
that also landed them tight end Kelly 
Blackwell and linebacker John Roper 
because a rash of injuries had decimated 
their secondary. But three days after Paul 
arrived Kenneth Gant and Darren 
Woodson returned to practice. That made 
Paul the odd man out. 

He was told to stick around town 
because Dallas was thinking about bring- 
ing him back as its roster expanded to 53. 
But when he learned the Bears had 
claimed him off waivers, it was an easy 
decision. 

“It was a very, very easy decision,” 
Paul stressed. “This defense and the phi- 
losophy was still in my head. I was happy 
that the Bears called.” 

Paul plans on speaking with defensive 
coaches about the deficiencies that made 
him expendable in the first place. One 
area Paul must certainly improve in is his 
special teams play. Coach Dave 
Wannstedt firmly believes that non- 
starters must either contribute on ‘special 
teams or they’re simply wasting space on 
the bench. 

For Paul, it’s a challenge he’ll gladly 
accept because Chicago was where he 
wanted to be all along. 

“IT feel the same, but I feel like a rook- 
ie, too,” said Paul, who played against 
the Bears in the preseason finale. “I know 
everybody, but I’ve got to come back and 
impress again. I feel like I’m starting 


from scratch.” 
Creel 


ROSTER JUGGLING: They should 
have installed a revolving door last week 
at Halas Hall. On Monday, the Bears got 





down to their 47-man roster by “cutting” 
several players they brought back the 
next day when rosters yo-yoed back up to 
oa 

Players who were “cut” Monday only 
to return Tuesday included T Keith Van 
Horne, TE Danta Whitaker, LB Jim 
Morrissey and WR Anthony Morgan. 
Other cuts included RB Mark Green, 
QB Will Furrer, CB Lemuel Stinson, G 
Mirko Jurkovic, WR Eric Wright, G 
Todd Burger, S Matt Goodwin, FB 
John Ivlow, DT Frank Kmet and LB 
Jim Schwantz. — 

Burger, Ivlow, Kmet and Schwantz 
were re-signed to the practice squad, as 
was QB Shane Matthews, who had been 
cut a week earlier when the Bears got 
down to 60. 

Bringing veterans back 24 hours after 
“cutting” them has become a common 
practice throughout the NFL thanks to 
the new Collective Bargaining 
Agreement. Players with less than four 
years experience left off the 47-man ros- 
ter must clear waivers and can be claimed 
by other NFL teams. Players with more 
than four years in the league—tabbed 
“vested veterans”—become free agents 
and are allowed to negotiate with other 
teams. They, however, cannot be claimed 
by another team. As a result, most teams 
choose to “protect” younger players 
while making handshake agreements 
with their veterans to return. 


All along, the Bears had planned to © 


bring back Van Horne, Whitaker and 
Morrissey. They were not, however, 


going to bring Morgan back. But aftera _ 


sweep of the waiver wire the Bears 
decided that Morgan was the best avail- 
able receiver out there. Bears coaches 
had originally named Morgan a starter at 
the outset of training camp but were dis- 
appointed in his performance and the 
length of time it took him to recover from 
a nagging knee injury. | 
Morgan said he was contacted by 
Green Bay, Houston and the Los Angeles 
Rams but chose to re-sign with the Bears. 
Meanwhile, Stinson was beaten out by 
rookie seventh-round draft pick Keshon 


Johnson, who had shown his vulnerabili- 


ty on defense but sparkled on special 
teams throughout the preseason. Johnson 
blocked a punt that Bob Christian 
returned for a touchdown against Dallas 
Aug. 27. 

Wright was beaten out by free agent 
phenom Terry Obee, the most pleasant 
surprise of training camp. 

Furrer was dumped after having a bad 
training camp. He played in only one 
quarter of one preseason game and didn’t 
take a snap for a two-week stretch of 
practice in Platteville. Furrer signed with 
the Phoenix Cardinals on Tuesday. 
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Safety Markus Paul is back in a Chicago Bear uniform after 14 days as a 
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Dallas Cowboy. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Former Bears Brent Novoselsky 
(Vikings) and David Tate (Jets) were also 
cut last week, but Novoselsky was 
reclaimed by Minnesota while Tate 


_ signed with the New York Giants. 


fies) 


BEARS CLAIM 2: The Bears 
reached their 53-man roster by signing 
free agents Robert Green and Gene 
McGuire off the waiver wire on 
Tuesday. Green is a second-year running 
back from William & Mary who last year 
played with the Washington Redskins. 
McGuire is a center from Notre Dame 
who was with the New Orleans Saints 
last season but did not play. 

Green, a bowling ball type at 5-foot-8 
and 207 pounds, will help the Bears pri- 
marily on special teams until he learns 
the offense. 

“T thought that Green moved around 
well today,” Wannstedt said after 
Green’s first practice with the Bears. 
“He’s a very bright enthusiastic guy who 
we'll use on special teams.” 

Green grew up near Washington’s 
RFK Stadium and attended college in the 
D.C. area. He admitted it was a little 
tough to move away but says he’s ready 
to contribute to the Bears any way possi- 
ble. 

“It was time to move on,” Green said. 
“T have a new club that I’m with, and I’m 
going to do my best here.” 

The Redskins occasionally used 
Green as a wedge-buster on kickoff 
teams, a rarity given his lack of size. 


“T used my size to my advantage,” he » 


said. “I’d go down there and all those big 
guys would try to crunch me. I’d get real 
small on them and get between them and 
try to make the play that way.” 

Though he won’t be used in the back- 
field right away, Green could ultimately 
see action there given the Bears’ shaky 
Situation at halfback. “I’m more of a 
slasher with a mixture of power,” Green 
said in describing his running style. “I'll 
run over people sometimes and I'll try to 
move around them other times. I don’t 
have any one style. 

“I’m just real happy to have the 


5 
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opportunity to play. The first thing I’m 
going to be asked to do is help out on 
special teams, so I’m just concentrating 
on that right now.” 

McGuire shores up an offensive line 
that’s crippled by injuries. However it'll 
likely take him longer to make a contti- 
bution than Green simply because of the 
position he plays. 

McGuire was already a popular figure 
with the media, who asked him to com- 
ment on a recently-published book about 


the Notre Dame football program and 


coach Lou Holtz. The controversial book 
alleges that Holtz humiliated players and 
encouraged widespread steroid use. 
McGuire vehemently denied those 


_ claims. 


“All of it ’'m sure is fabricated,” he 
said. “I don’t see how any of it could be 
truthful because I was there and I knew 
what was going on. Those guys were my 
friends, and I don’t see how any of that 
could have happened.” 


ep 


BEAR WITH US: The new system 


‘in place for the first time this season is 


complex, but here’s a capsule look: Like 
other NFL teams, the Bears will carry 53 
players on their roster but must activate a 
49-man roster by 6 p.m. Friday evening 
prior to their Sunday game. Then they 
must identify a 45-man roster plus a third 
quarterback on the morning of their 
game. 

‘There is no four-game Injured 
Reserve list this season. If a player is 
placed on Injured Reserve he is lost for 
the entire season. 

Each team may also compile a five- 
man practice squad that consists of play- 
ers who have played in six or less NFL 
games. Players may be activated from the 
practice squad but must first clear 
waivers. In that scenario, a member of 
the 53-man roster must also be waived. 

Got it? Don’t worry if you're still a 
little foggy. Even NFL personnel direc- 
tors had to keep in constant contact with 
the league last week to sort out all the 
rules. 








The “down and up” theory of roster 
maneuvering is a long-time suggestion of 
former Bears’ general: manager Jim 
Finks, a staunch advocate of maintaining 
competitive balance. 

Finks thought forcing teams to expose 
players to other teams would prevent 
stockpiling talent by the rich. It was 
important to prevent stashing on injured 
reserve, too. The new system almost 


accomplishes what Finks had in mind, , 


except he did not envision or want free 
agency. 

Teams cut to 47 players last Monday 
and moved back up to 53 on Tuesday, but 
the process was largely a charade. With a 
five-man practice squad tacked onto the 
53, the 58-man teams were not a whole 
lot different from the 60-man squads in 
effect the previous week. 

Free agency allowed teams to protect 
old and young players alike. 
Theoretically, the down and up is sup- 
posed to provide a shot at balancing tal- 
ent. Practically, it meant teams could 
keep just about everybody they wanted. 

Here’s why: vested veterans, those 
with four years or more experience, are 
no longer subject to the waiver wire. 
Under old rules, anybody who was 
released was placed on waivers, and 
teams could claim contracts in inverse 
order of standings. If a team claimed a 
player, it agreed to automatically assume: 
the player’s contract and the player had 
no choice but to move. The waiver wire 
was an important ingredient in the formu- 
la to maintain the competitive balance 
owners once deemed absolutely ia to 
the success:of the league. 

Under new rules, vested veterans are 
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simply “terminated.” They become total- 
ly free agents, free to make deals any- 
where. So what’s the difference? Plenty. 

Primarily, their old teams are allowed 
to get into the mix and make promises to 
rehire veterans if they promise not to 
seek other bids. Many veterans who were 
“terminated” last Monday didn’t even 
clean out their lockers. 

“It just gives me a day to play golf,” 
said Dallas safety Bill Bates. 

Some of the “ferminated” veterans 
were starters, such as the Bears’ Keith 
Van Horne. He was agreeable to the deal 
because he had just signed a million-dol- 
lar contract and knew he was going to 
Start. 

Under new rules, rival teams would 
have to lure Van Horne into pulling up 
stakes and moving. They would have to 
deal with his agent and try to get a quick 
commitment, while juggling their own 
roster within the 24-hour period. 

Not practical. 

Under old rules, a team could just put 
in a claim for Van Horne and know with- 
in 24 hours! whether.they had him or not 
without even making a phone call. 
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There are two ramifications about ter- 
minating a player like Van Horne. At age 
35, Van Horne is not as attractive to 
rebuilding teams as he is to the Bears, 
who know exactly what he can do. So 
teams can take calculated risks and 
expose such players to free agency with- 
out any great fear of losing them. By 
exposing veterans, teams can then protect 
their younger marginal players from the 
waiver wire. This is the real advantage to 
teams, and the real threat to competitive 
balance. The best teams can maneuver 
their rosters to keep their best young 
players. 

How much of a threat to competitive 
balance? Probably not critical. For one 
thing, a 53-man roster, or even a 47-man 
roster, presumes there are that many good 
football players available. Ask any coach. 
It would be difficult to find a place for 54 
players on a roster and keep even half of 
them happily busy. If rules forced teams 
to reduce to say, 40, and back to 47, then 
there could be significant shuffling and 
scrambling. 

The bottom line is this: under any sys- 
tem, the smartest teams will not only sur- 
vive; they will thrive. They will find 
ways to out-maneuver the maneuvering 
and out-think the thinkers. The teams that 
make the quickest and most accurate 
appraisals of talent are the ones who will 
succeed. The smart teams will use the 
new system to their advantage. 

Example: the Phoenix Cardinals used 
the new “five-day letter” to try to goad 
linebacker Eric Hill and cornerback 
Robert Massey into signing. The letter 
says if unsigned players don’t sign before 
the second preseason game, they miss the 
regular season opener. For every presea- 
son game they miss, they then miss 
another regular game. 
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Instead of pushing Hill and Massey to 
sign, the letter enraged them. Now, even 
if they sign, they will miss the first part 
of the season. 

This would seem counterprodictive to 
a struggling franchise that spent wisely in 
free agency and drafted and traded 
astutely in order to make a dent in the 
tough NFC East Division. 

Dallas owner Jerry Jones was locked 
in a knock-down, drag-out contract fight 
with his star running back, Emmitt 
Smith; but had the sense not to send the 
“five-day letter” and cut off his nose to 
spite his face. 

The Giants used the letter on marginal 
defensive lineman Mike Fox, and Fox 
reported. But New York general manager 
George Young conceded he wouldn’t 
send that kind of mail to everybody on 
his roster. 

There were some teams that objected 
to the “down and up” process because 
they didn’t want to reveal the names of 
players who were sent home for a day. 
Buffalo coach Marv Levy, for one, 
thought it counterproductive to have to 
name a core of 47 players and then reveal 
to everybody the so-called “marginal” 
players who would fill out the roster. He 
thought it was divisive and unfair to play- 
ers who become part of a team in the ulti- 
mate team sport and may be called upon 
to win a game someday. 

“If you’re going to 53, name 53,” 
Levy said. 

But this is the new age, when maids 
ual freedom is as important as team 
unity. Players and coaches with thin skin 
need not apply; they have the freedom to 
find other lines of work. Sentiment 
always was for fans anyway. 

Don Pierson covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the Chicago Tribune. 
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1993 NFL SCHEDULE 


(Central Time) 





Week 1, 


Sunday, Sept. 5 
Green Bay 36, L.A. Rams 6 
Detroit 30, Atlanta 13 
Cleveland 27, Cincinnati 14 
Denver 26, N.Y. Jets 20 
Kansas City 27, Tampa Bay 3 
Miami 24, Indianapolis 20 
Buffalo 38, New England 14 
Philadelphia 23, Phoenix 17 
San Francisco 24, Pittsburgh 13 
L.A. Raiders 24, Minnesota 7 
N.Y. Giants 26, Chicago 20 

‘ San Diego 18, Seattle 12 

New Orleans 33, Houston 21 

Monday, Sept. 6 
Washington 35, Dallas 16 


Sunday, Sept. 12 
BEARS at Minnesota..................ssscccccesesssees Noon 
Detroit at New England.................-ssseseseeeeees Noon 
Indianapolis at Cincinnati..................2000eeee- Noon 
Kansas City at HOUSTON ................00seeeeeeereees Noon 
New Orleans at Atlanta..............ccsssessessereeees Noon 
Philadelphia at Green Bay.................s0ces0e Noon 
Phoenix at Washington................:-2ssseseeeeeees Noon 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Giants.............ececceeeeeeees Noon 
Buffalo) at: Dallas. <.; ..<.c.cc-ssasecececosecceeeteonesves 3 p.m. 
NY sJetsiati Mignon. cccccerersastcecoscestecssesesctoss 3 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at L.A. Rams.............cccecccccceeeees 3 p.m. 
San Diego at Denve’.................cccceccessereeess 3 p.m. 
L.A. Raiders at Seattle ...................sesesees weet DNs 

Monday, Sept. 13 
San Francisco at Cleveland .................... 8 p.m. 


BYE: AFC East except New England, 
NFC Central except Detroit 


Sunday, Sept. 19 
Cincinnati at PittsbUrgnh.................eeeeeeeeereeee Noon 
Detroit at New Orleans .............eccceeeeeeseeeeees Noon 
LC ALRamsiatN.Y< GianiSh-.cc.csccscocesrosesencts Noon 
Seattle at New England ...................sssseseesee Noon 
Washington at Philadelphia .....................5.. Noon 
Atlanta at San Francisco..............:ssseceeesseees 3 p.m. 
Cleveland at L.A. Raiders..................ss0eerees 3 p.m 
Houston at San Diego.............ccccccecceeeeeeeees 3 p.m. 
Dallas at: PROGMIX cericrccseccceeorecses cote-deetetteete 7 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 20 
Denver at Kansas City...........ccccccccccssessseress 8 p.m. 


BYE: AFC West except Seattle, 
NFC East except Phoenix 

Sunday, Sept. 26 — 
Tampa Bay at BEARS .................000000sceccseeee Noon 
Cleveland at Indianapolis...............cccccccecseeee Noon 
Green Bay at Minnesota...............:s-cseecesees Noon 
LL A.-Bams ats Houston ice creeeccsetseresereenace: Noon 
Miarrl at: Buffalo... cieccc cee ee Noon 
Phoenix at Detroit .............cccccccccscsgccdibicecceree Noon 
‘San Francisco at New Orleans..........2........ 3 p.m 
Seattle at Cincinnati ................ccccecesseseeeees 3 p.m. 
New England at N.Y. Jets .............c220ccceeee 7 p.m. 

Monday, Sept. 27 
Pittsburgh at Atlanta ..............cccccccsscccsssseeee 8 p.m. 


BYE: AFC Central, New England, Phoenix 


Sunday, Oct. 3 
Atlanta: at:BEARS®. (2.20... .<.tecctecse-csstectzasecotes Noon 
Detroit at Tampa Bay..............ccceececessssceeeeees Noon 
Green Bay at Dalllas..............cccccccssscccessseseeee Noon 
L.A. Raiders at Kansas City..............00se00r. Noon 
Indianapolis at Denvet..................cssceeeceeeeee 3 p.m. 
Minnesota at San Francisco.................-0.-.. 3 p.m. 
New Orleans at L.A. Rams...............cccceeee 3 p.m. 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets ...............eeeseeeeeeee 3 p.m. 
San Diego at Seattle 20.0.0... eceeteseeeeeseseeeee 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Buffalo.................. rea echoes 7 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 4 
Washington at Miami.................cc0scccseeeeees 8 p.m. 


BYE: NFC West, Detroit, Seattie 


Sunday, Oct. 10 
BEARS at Philadelphia.......................s0000.- Noon 
Cincinnati at Kansas City...........cccccceeceeees Noon 
Dallas at Indianapollis................:ceccesessceseeeee Noon 
‘Miami at Cleveland ..............scccccsssesseassessceeee Noon 
N.Y. Giants at Washington ..........c..c0cceeeeee- Noon 
San Diego at Pittsburgh...............sscre cess Noon 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota................::cccseeee Noon 
New England at Phoenix................0ceseee 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at L.A. Raiders... escseseeeee 3 p.m. 
Denver at Green Bay..............sssesseseeeeeee 6:30 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 11 
Fouston:at-Buttaloscccactnsses-2k phere. secon: 8 p.m. 


Bears 1993 Schedule 





PRESEASON 
Date Opponent Time* Network 
Sun., Aug. 8 at Philadelphia Eagles 7:00 p.m. TNT 
Sat., Aug. 14 PHOENIX CARDINALS 7:00 p.m. WMAQ 
Mon., Aug. 23 at New. Orleans Saints 7:00 p.m. ABC 
Fri., Aug. 27 DALLAS COWBOYS 8:00 p.m... . WMAQ 
REGULAR SEASON 
Sun., Sept. 5 NEW YORK GIANTS 3:00 p.m, CBS 
Sun., Sept. 12 at Minnesota Vikings Noon CBS 
Sun., Sept. 19 Bye Week 
Sun., Sept. 26 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS Noon CBS 
Sun., Oct. 3 ATLANTA FALCONS Noon CBS 
"Sun., Oct. 10 at Philadelphia Eagles Noon CBS 
Sun., Oct. 17 Bye Week — . 
Mon., Oct. 25 MINNESOTA VIKINGS 8:00 p.m. ABC 
Sun., Oct. 31 at Green Bay Packers - Noon CBS 
Sun., Nov. 7 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 3:00 p.m. NBC 
Sun., Nov. 14 at San Diego Chargers 7:00 p.m... ESPN 
Sun., Nov. 21 at Kansas City Chiefs Noon CBS 
Thurs., Nov. 25 at Detroit Lions 11:30.a.m;, CBS 
Sun., Dec. 5 GREEN BAY PACKERS Noon CBS 
Sun., Dec. 12 at Tampa Bay Buccaneers Noon CBS 
Sat., Dec. 18 ~DENVER BRONCOS 11:30a.m. -~NBC 
Sun., Dec. 26 DETROIT LIONS Noon CBS 
Sun., Jan. 2,;1994  atLos Angeles Rams 3:00 p.m. CBS 
*Chicago time 5 
HOME TEAM IN CAPS 
Seattle at HOUSION ........cccccscssseeseseeereesessnnee Noon 
BYE: AFC East excop New England, yaMPA BAY at DEO nnn =< 
Sean re es Philadelphia at Phoenix L osyan te oepSorvoset ines cobeas 3.p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Atlanta .s.scc.cossssscseccccesceeee 7:30 p.m.) (ndlanapolis.at Somes 3 Fe Sg KE © Gill, 
Sunday, Oct. 17 Ff : 
Cleveland at Cincinnatti................c:csesceeseees Noon Ga EG aa see CM eee eee Seem 
Houston at New England................:ssseeeseees Noon SS a a 
New Orleans at Pittsburgh..................000s0000 Noon : 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants....ccscsscssssssssssseee Noon e ee ao ape 
Seattle at Detroit....... seescncseseessenerscuonsneseane ess Noon BEARS at San Die gO vecscssseee = 7 p.m. 
cau City at panes ote Seortahire geese : ee P.M. Green Bay at New Orlean....c.....sssessessseeese: Noon 
siyc a ae ae AS ns ocncestSnererentehentaees : P-M. Houston at Cincinnati..........c..csse-sceeeeseseeeee-0- Noon 
ashington a Nanda , Oct. 18 a Sa p.m. Miami at Phaf adel als. ..osscccs escsvssceveess docsweacts Noon 
Ue Geet ORC AY wets Bain noanbaat Dallas eset tree iets Noon 
A. Raiders at Denver.......c...:sccseeseessesceees P.M. —_ San Francisco at Tampa Bay .................. Noon 
Washington at N.Y. Giants ..............ccseeeeeeee Noon 
tS Atianta-at- LA. Ranis<ccciicc es ee 3 p.m. 
_ BYE: AFC West except Seattle, Cleveland at Seattle ...........csssesesesesseenes 3 p.m. 
NFC East except Phoenix Kansas City at L.A. Raiders ..........scssesse 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 24 Minnesota at Denver .........sscsssssseccoeeeeneesnees 3 p.m. 
Atlanta at New Orleans................ccsseeeseseeeees Noon N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis 2 ER A jer BE. 3 p.m. 
Butfaloiati Ney cues asec cccctecctcccteecesthseassesenss Noon Monday, Nov. 15 
Cincinnati at HOUSTON..........s::csseeceseseseeeeeareee Noon —_ Buffalo at Pittsburgh........... Lee 8 p.m. 
Green Bay at Tampa Bal...........:..0ccsesee0es Noon Week 12 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland............s.scsscscsssssssees Noon 
Detroit at LiAsRAMSs..2.. scc.s<dscccsscecocteasstene 3 p.m. BYE: Phoenix, Seaittle 
New England at Seattle..............csceeeseeeees 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 21 
Phoenix at San Francisco .........se-ssececrsseees 3p.m. BEARS at Kansas City .........eccscssesseseseeeeees Noon 
Indianapolis at Miammi.............s-ssereeee: 6:30 p.m. — Cincinnati at N.Y. Jets .........cscscceeseseseseeoees Noon 
Monday, Oct. 25 DallasfatAtianta< 2c5.2.. =cder ees Noon 
Minnesota at BEARS. .......................c0eeceeese 8 p.m. Detroit vs. Green Bay at: Mile. 5k os Noon 
«=| Houston at Cleveland o.o...ceessssssssssssesnee Noon 
Indianapolis at Buffalo ...............eeseeeseeseeeees Noon 
Zz eae Beer a New England at Miami...........cscecssesesseeeeees- Noon . 
y, Uct. L.A. Raiders at San Diego............esc0e 3 p.m. 
BEARS at Green Bay..........ssssssseesseseeeeesseens Noon N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia ...............00+0 3 p.m. 
Dallas at Philadelphia ............ssssseeseesesnesee Noon _ Pittsburgh at Denver............-sscessesssseseeeeeeees 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at Miami cee eececccecescessccessserscccnces Noon Washington at L.A. Rams................-. ae 3 p.m. 
New England at Indianapolis .............:+ssse Noon — Minnesota at Tampa Bay ........sss:sssssssse00e 7 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at N.Y. Giants................c-cccsseeveeees Noon Monday, Nov. 22 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta Ca vcncconsspbesscocconansccccuanes Noon New Orleans at San Francisco.................- 8 p.m. 
San Diego at L.A. Raiders.................s0e0 3 p.m. 
Seattle at DENVEF..............ccecccssssesssseeescceces 3 p.m. 
L.A. Rams at San Francisco.............sc0000 3 p.m Thursday, Nov. 25 
New Orleans at PhOenix.......:-..ssssecsesseesnsees SP.M. BEARS at Detroit .......essesssseesseessseeeene 11:30 a.m. 
Detroit at Minnesota ..........--sesssecsecoeerernee Opi - Miaroliat: Dallas oscars cian ee oes 3 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 1 Sunday, Nov. 28 
Washington at Buffalo ..........ssssverssessseesnses 8p.mM. —Cleveland at Atlanta..........lesssssccesscecceeeeee Noon 
L.A. Raiders at Cincinnati ...........ccesceseeenees Noon 
New Orleans at Minnesota .....c.....ceceeceseeeees Noon 
2 YE. NFC West N.Y. Jets at New England..u.......ccesscsssesesees Noon 
aernke anne Nov. 7 Philadelphia at Washington ..............--se++e00 Noon 
a he She a | PIS oocssssssssneesnereeeeeennnne SP-M. — Tampa Bay at Green Bay ........scsccscsseeessseeen Noon 
UNTAlO Al NOW ENGlAand .....-.seersseecssseessnnsseens Noon — Buffalo at Kansas City ..........secssssessssecsesenees 3.p.m. 
Denver at ClEVelAnd .......--ssesseeeennseseseee Noon Denver at Seattle..........scscssecssesecseesseecereenees 3 p.m. 
N.Y Giants atiDallas® .t.....ct-ccsssastecteccoenesane Noon Phoenix at N.Y. Giants 8 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati Mean oenix at N.Y. Giants ........seneeceeeenees »-3 p.m. 
San Diédo at KAln is ee San Francisco at L.A. Rams..............-sse0000 3 p.m. 
JO AL UNMESOLA «....-.serrererserseserseesere Noon Pittsburgh at HOUStON...........sesssesceseersereeeers 7 p.m. 





Monday, Nov. 29 
San Diego at Indianapolis .............cc0-sceees 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 5 
‘Green Bay at BEARG...............-.cssscesseeeereee Noon 
Atlanta at HOUSHON ............ccccssccessseeesrsesseenees Noon 
Indianapolis at N.Y, Jets ............c.ccecseeceerers Noon 
L.A. Raiders at Buffalo...............ccsecscseereree Noon 
Minnesota at Detroit.......1......0ccccccscereensssevees Noon 
New England at Pittsburgh .............c2ss00es Noon 
New Orleans at Cleveland .............c::cccsececes Noon 
Washington at Tampa Bay ...............::ccsseees Noon 
Denver at San DieQO............:c-ccsecseerssecerees 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at Seattle... eseceseeeeeeere 3 p.m, 
L-A:Rams al PROGNIK scccviis.. cevsecnsoreostenieoss 3 p.m. 
NEV. IAPR AUN II io ven cocne'p onan se -cosenctnesags 3 p.m. 
Cincinnati at San Francisco...........0.cc-00000. 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 6 
Philadelphia at Dalllas.............ccccccsssessesersees 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 11 
N.Y. Jets at Washington.................0000. 11:30 a.m 
San Francisco at Atlanta .............:ssssecessenes 3 p.m 
Sunday, Dec. 12 
BEARS at Tampa Ba).........cccsscscesesseseneseaeee Noon 
Buffalo at Philadelphia.................:cceceseeeeers Noon 
Cincinnati at New England.................scc0see. Noon 
Cleveland at HoustOn .............0.-.ssseeecseeseeees Noon 
indianapolis at N.Y. Giant ...........cseesseeesers Noon 
L.A. Rams at New Orleans ..........ccsecserecesres Noon 
Dallas at Minnesota. ............cc.cscessesrsesnescoees 3 p.m. 
DO TOR-AT PROGIIK. 00... 0csceseserosaccsvsreiiassen 5% 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at DONVET...........:sccsssecsnserseeres 3 p.m. 
Seattle at L.A. Raiders ............::eccccsseeeseeeees 3 p.m. 
Green Bay at San Diego .............ssssecseoenses 7 p.m. 
, Monday, Dec. 13 
Pittsbuirgit at MIGi.........s<crsccnsresveepsscessses o0d 8 p.m. 


Cots) aa ile, 


Saturday, Dec. 18 


Denver at BEARS .....0.......... enseeeeeeee 11:30 a.m. 
Dallas: Guin YR Jets x ccd i aatecntsn sates 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 19 
Atlanta at WashingI0on..............:cccccecceereeserens Noon 
BGatOpett MAAR |. issacveedenesssoncemgevsennstaceavers Noon 
Houston at Pittsburgh ................:cccseseeessees Noon 
L.A. Rams at Cincinnati ...........cscceeeseenees Noon 
Minnesota vs. Green Bay at Milw. ..............: Noon 
New England at Cleveland ..................c:see Noon 
PROGMIX AUS OAaGO sc. eerivececeescovcesecssaconed 3 p.m. 
San Diego at Kansas City ..........ccccccereeeeee 3. p.m. 
San Francisco at Detroit..............:.c:cseeessees 3 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at L.A. Raiders. ................cccc0 3 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Indianapolis..................-.... 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 20 
N.Y. Giants at New Orleans. ............:1:ccceees 8 p.m. 


t= arg 


Saturday, Dec. 25 


Houston at San Francisco................00 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 26 
EXOT AU, ERI ori ncos vps sence ss vonnsecleeecdpunes Noon 
Atlanta at Cincinnati... eee sessseeeeees Noon 
Indianapolis at New England ................ece0 Noon 
L.A. Raiders at Green Bay.............:sccceceeeeee Noon 
New Orleans at Philadelphia ..................000 Noon 
NT Y JES AE BRUNI ENO ns oc caspyencthavcyaeeysoudousd bey Noon 
Cleveland at L.A, Rams. .............cccseeesecseees 3 p.m. 
NZY |. Giaimts U PWOG IMIG gcciscteesesecciescscesncasces 3 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Seattle... cecsesseeenseceeeees 3 p.m, 
Tampa Bay at Denver ................s.ceesesseeeeees 3 p.m. 
Washington at Dallas ................ccccecsseeneceees 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at Minnesota..............scsceeer 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 27 
Miami at San Diego. ................ccceceeesseseoenes 8 p.m. 


Week 18 


Friday, Dec. 31 


Minnesota at Washington. ...........cccccsreseeeees 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 2 
ERR AS PARIS Sa vac nse nc cuncvsvesnantens 3 p.m. 
Buffalo at Indianapolis .2.........0.c.ccccseesseeeene Noon 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh..............cccuesesecereees Noon 
Dallas atin Vo Git ...1...-..-c0cc.cccseeekesuceals Noon 
Green Bay at Detroit.............scesecessreneeneeseess Noon 
Miami at New England...............cccccsceeseees Noon 
Phoenix at Atlanta..............ccecsessecsssssseeessnsees Noon 
Seattle at Kansas City ..........ccccccccsssseseecesenes Noon 
Cincinnati at New Orleans. ............sc:ccccseees 3 p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Raiders............cccccccscsesecesers 3 p.m. 
San Diego at Tampa Bay ...........c.scssececesves 3 p.m. 
N.Y... 01S sal FROUGION .. oncicsnecccscccncscesocteameaul 7 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 3 
Philadelphia at San Francisco..............200 8 p.m. 
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Every week there’s more to write 
about a quarterback controversy that real- 
ly hasn’t even gained the kind of momen- 
tum that can make Chicago buzz. 

“There’s no controversy,” said new 
Bears coach Dave Wannstedt after the 
Bears’ final preseason game, a pulsating 
23-21 come-from-behind victory over the 
defending Super Bow! champion Dallas 
Cowboys Aug. 27 at Soldier Field. 
“Jim’s the guy and that’s the direction 
we’re going in and he’ll be fine.”’ 

Three days later Wannstedt made it 
even clearer that Harbaugh was his 
“guy’’ when he cut fleet wide receiver 
Anthony Morgan in the wake of promot- 
ing the more dependable Tom Waddle 
back to first team. 

Talk about going from the penthouse 
to the outhouse. On the basis of his off- 
season work, when Morgan reduced his 
body fat to two percent and increased his 
weight to 200 pounds AND gained 
strength, Morgan was promoted ahead of 
Waddle. He was also awarded a “Golden 
Bear” for exceptional work habits. Early 
in camp Morgan said he would have to 
be shot by sniper’s fire to come off the 
field. 

But a stiff knee limited Morgan’s 
practice time in training camp and the 
coaches became disenchanted with him. 
Then Morgan was knocked unconscious 
by a Chuck Cecil hit August 14 vs. 
Phoenix. Morgan missed more than a 
week of practice with a sore back and ja 
concussion. 

One day later Morgan was back with 
the team, recalled. But Wannstedt had 
seen enough and he wanted to give 
Harbaugh’s confidence a boost. So he 
gave him back his most reliable receiver. 
He gave him back Tom Waddle. And he 
gave him one less éXcuseé to fail. 

Once again, the time has come. - 

The time has come for Harbaugh to 
graduate from athlete to quarterback, a 
transition that is infinitely more easier 
said than done. | 

In the preseason the first team offense 
didn’t score one touchdown in the first 
half of any game. “We’re not happy with 
that,” said Wannstedt sternly. “By any 
means.” 

To repeat: the time has come. 

Athletes at the quarterback position 
abandon the original play too easily. 
They run too much. They improvise at 
the wrong times. After a while they erode 
the confidence of their offensive linemen 
and their receivers. 

The linemen aren’t sure how long they 
must hold their blocks or what angles to 
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work once the athlete has taken off 
upfield. The receivers eventually lose the 
incentive to break off their original pat- 
terns and improvise new routes because 
they are more concerned with throwing 
downfield blocks. 

A quarterback, on the other hand, is a 
guy who reads defenses, beats blitzes, 
remains calm in the pocket, earns the 
confidence of the other 10 offensive 
players and wins championships. 

Joe Namath was a quarterback. Bob 
Griese was a quarterback. Joe Montana 
and Cowboy Troy Aikman, who com- 
pleted 14 of 18 passes for 163 yards and 
one touchdown against the Bears, are 
quarterbacks. 

Going into his seventh year, Harbaugh 
is still an athlete. 

Bobby Douglass was an athlete who 
played quarterback. But he never WAS a 
quarterback. 

Terry Bradshaw was an athlete who 
BECAME a quarterback. 

Asking Harbaugh to become more 
quarterback and less athlete is going to 
require a lot of sacrifices on his part. But 
they are sacrifices the Bears coaching 
staff must require of him. 

It means Harbaugh will get sacked 
more. And it means he will have to 
expose himself to injury more often than 
he does now. It is a process in which he 
will have to take at least one step back- 


HSE-903 
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QB transition 


ward before he can take three, four or 
five steps forward. 

We're talking about a leap of faith 
here. | 

But it is the only way Harbaugh will 
ever incorporate all his teammates into a 
sophisticated new offense that demands a 
quarterback who plays more with preci- 
sion than he does with bravado. 

It is not too late. But a new contract 
and the public perception that Harbaugh 
is Bears’ president Michael McCaskey’s 
“pet’’ are quickly undermining 
Harbaugh’s support with the people in 
the seats and the callers on the talk 
shows. 

Minnesota quarterback Jim McMahon, 
the former Bear-Charger-Eagle, insisted 
before the Dallas game Harbaugh got the 
four-year, $13 million contract in the off- 
season because he’s McCaskey’s weight- 
lifting partner. 

The fact that McMahon, whose view 
of reality is skewed beyond repair, con- 
siders McCaskey an enemy almost makes 
you want to feel sorry for McCaskey. 


The fact that Harbaugh tried to run an 
offense against Dallas without his best 
running back, his fastest wide receiver 
and behind a line that is out of sync, 
almost makes you want to feel sorry for 
him. iz 

But Harbaugh’s a big boy now. He’s 
one of the hardest workers on the team. 
And he isn’t looking for sympathy. 

Yet the contrast between Harbaugh 
and Aikman was stark. On the Cowboys’ 
first series Aikman moved his offense 
down the field witha calm that was 
almost unnatural when you consider he 
underwent back surgery for a herniated 
disc 10 weeks ago. 

The touchdown came on a soft, 41- 
yard bomb down the right sideline. After 
the snap, Aikman immediately recog- 
nized his best wide receiver, Michael 
Irvin, was locked up one-on-one with 
Donnell Woolford, the Bears best cover- 
age guy. 

Aikman also knew Irvin had a five- 
inch height advantage on Woolford. He 
threw the ball high. Aikman’s pass 
allowed Irvin, a remarkable athlete, to do 
the rest. ; 

Harbaugh’s numbers during the same 
span—10 of 18 for 75 yards—were 
pedestrian by comparison. By the second 
period the boos were cascading down 
from the stands like acid rain. The Bears 
didn’t make a first down until more than 
24 minutes had elapsed. 

It is not yet time to change quarter- 
backs. But-it is time to change the way 
the starter plays the position. Even if it 
means playing for 1994 in 1993. 


Brian Hewitt covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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A TEAM IN TRANSITION 


By Larry Mayer > 
Managing Editor 


- Dave Wannstedt promised there’d be 
changes as soon as he took over as head 
coach, and he’s delivered. Wannstedt has 
chiseled the Bears’ roster in his own 
image, opting to keep players who fit 
into his system which is built on speed 
and quickness rather than size and bulk. 

The roster has been purged of. 20 
players since last season (see above), and 
many of those new faces have become 
starters. The Bears lined up Sunday with 
10 different starters. Linebackers Joe 
Cain, Dante Jones and Ron Cox faced off 
against the Giants, replacing last year’s 
starters John Roper, Mike Singletary and 
Jim Morrissey. Halfback Darren Lewis 
and fullback Craig Heyward started 
instead of Neal’ Anderson and Brad 
Muster. ' 

Other new starters (and the players 
they replaced) included: offensive tackle 


‘Jay Leeuwenburg (Troy Auzenne), guard 


Vernice Smith (Tom Thayer), tight end 
Danta Whitaker (Keith Jennings), safety 


\ Shaun Gayle (Markus Paul) and corner- 


back Anthony Blaylock (Lemuel 
Stinson). 

The defense, of course, has undergone 
the greatest transformation. Vince Tobin 
had the unit playing a read-and-react 
style. Under Wannstedt, it’s a gap-shoot- 


ing defense that’s much more aggressive 
and is designed to force turnovers. It’s 
the difference between making things 
happen and watching things happen. 

“T think our defense is going to be in 
there slugging away,” Wannstedt said. 
“I’m confident in that. That’s what 
they’ ve shown in practice from Day 
One.” 

The players love the new style, which 
is designed to take advantage of their ath- 
letic ability. “I think everybody is more 
focused on the defense,” said safety Mark 
Carrier. “Everyone realizes we have to do 
it as a whole group and everybody’s 
focusing and helping each other. I think 
this defense is a little more intense and a 
little more relaxed.” 

Other roster notes: 

eSeven of the eight players the Bears 
drafted in April made the 53-man roster: 
WR Curtis Conway (first round), DT 
Carl Simpson (second), TE Chris Gedney 
(third), OT Todd Perry (fourth), LB 
Myron Baker (fourth), DE Albert 
Fontenot (fourth) and CB Keshon 
Johnson (seventh). The only draftee who 
didn’t make it was LB Dave Hoffmann 
(sixth). 

°As recently as 1989 the Bears had 
just five players who had spent time on 
another NFL team’s roster—the fewest of 
any NFL team. The current Bears roster 
has 15 players who have been with other 


organizations (see box below). 

eFor the third straight year an undraft- 
ed free agent has made the final roster, 
and for the second year it’s a tight end. 
Stanford’s Ryan Wetnight earned a roster 
spot. Last year tight end Kelly Blackwell 
from TCU made the team, and in 1991 
James “Big Cat” Williams made the 
squad as a defensive end. 

eLast year Alonzo Spellman was the 
youngest player on the 
Bears’ Opening Day ros- 
ter—not surprising since 
he left Ohio State after 





his junior season. | 1990 1993 

However, despite draft- | McMichael (NE) McMcMichel (NE) 

rae) this yeas | Buford (GB) Cain (Sea) 

‘junior this year, ve comet ERICY' 

Spellman remains the Boso (StL) “: Heyward (NO) 

youngest player on the | Becker (Rams) Blaylock (SD) 

oa " Qbee (Sea/Min) 
ee aoe. sbi “= Whitaker (Min/Mia) 

extends to the coaching Smith (Phoenix) 

staff where Wannstedt is } 

the third-youngest head Leeuwenburg (KC) 

coach in the NFL behind | Kmet (Buf/Ind) 

Cincinnati’s David Shula Christian (Atl) 

and Pittsburgh’s Bill Green (Wash) 

Cowher. Steve aot 

McMichael edges Keith re (NO) 

Van Horne by 20 days au ( al) 

for the oldest Bear. smith (Dal) 


McMichael is the oldest 
defensive lineman in the 


Bears from other teams 


league and second oldest defensive play- 
er to Browns LB Clay Matthews. 

eThe Bears have made four trades 
under Wannstedt: They made two draft 
day deals involving picks; got a condi- 
tional draft pick from Atlanta for Stan 
Thomas; and acquired linebackers 
Vinson Smith and Barry Minter from 
Dallas in exchange for Paul, Blackwell _ 
and Roper. 
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#1C — Chicago Bears Helmet Inflatables — Great fun! Just blow ’em up. One size 
ROSIN ere ea a eee ee eae, Me ee pe gS Si $12.95 


#3C — Bears/NFL Stadium Blankets — Pro’s choice 45"x72”, 60% virgin wool, 40% 
acrylic. Made in U.S.A. Team Helmet logo on orange blanket/red, white, blue NFL car- 
rying case. Adjustable shoulder strap. .......................... Se $39.95 


#AC — Chicago Bears Team Fones™ — eTone/pulse switch »Wall or desk mount 
°Big button, lighted keypad eRedial Fully modular eBears team colors........ $59.99 


#5C — Team Helmet Phones — Made from actual playing helmets. Exactly like those 
BsedvOr: Ola le Oayel Visi ee A ee cnc es ge eer $229.95 


#7C — Sports Writer Pad & Pen Set — Show your team spirit with each message 
yous writel oa Cowra eee... ae. eee ee oe $3.49 


#8C — Team Doormats — Welcome your friends in style! Permanently dyed, non-skid 
waffle backing, hose clean, also use as a wall hanging. Bears colors on grey back- 
ground/black trim. (Personalized Add $6)..................2...------2-.22. $17.95 
#9C — Team Carmats — Ride with Bears pride! One size fits most cars. Non-skid 


waffle backing — hose clean. Pair. Bears colors on grey background/black trim. (Per- 
SONAUZGC TARO) oar © ee, I Petr 8 Sit et ee $29.99 


#12C — Chicago Bears Ultra Sports Bottle — The exciting two part bottle that serves 
you in many ways. Store your keys, gum or anything else in the same.container you 


use for your favorite drink. Heavy duty construction in team colors. ............ $3.99 
#14C — Gift Wrap....... Be Pe Oe ee es a eee $3.99 
#ISC—Te-it-Alte RIDDON =... <2, Feo. 5 Seyetere evened aden ec wscbeer ld: $2.98 


NFL Licensed Sports Gift Wrap — Wrap all your special gifts with Chicago Bears 
wrapping paper. Team colors and logos. Looks great. 30’*x5’ sheet. Also Tie-it-Rite 
Ribbon, satin ribbon, Bears color and logos. 7/8’ x 5 yds. Makes an excellent compan- 
ion to the wrap. 


#16C — Directors Chairs — Machine washable canvas, solid hardwood construction, 
use indoors or out. (Personalized Add $6)....................... Pant teas. cieere $49.99 
#27C — Canvas Bag w/Strap — For today’s active sports buff, super tough rectangu- 
lar shape made of 12 oz. 100% cotton canvas with self-repairing nylon zipper and welt 
trim on ends. Has adjustable, detachable shoulder strap. Team colors with multi-color 
team graphics on both ends and two color team name on one side. » 


HIZO Mh REX OME TNT Pier eee te pte ty. m, aye ctucrett es Waa, bbe Decay $24.95 
ALO — 9A GS: OZ ASO NN re rerrter oxy olabckdteraiodethis spore teiobertiera:k ctete Sie. ee,e-ele a bielels os elele $3.95 
FIO — 1 OFOZS MUG itese wi aieis pierre cle sleiclsis cidie cle dtaejtvenw oie eNeld s,s eet fev aye tbo od $2.95 


Double insulation keeps drinks at the perfect temperature. Made with high impact plas- 
tic to resist breakage. Top rack dishwasher safe! Bears helmet logo/Bears logo on 
each side. White base with team colors. 


#31C — Bears Gridiron Switch Plate — Made of old world pewter, bright enamel 
colors enhance football field detail. Screws included. 
FiteralinstanGesd size SWHONOS.o crises diet. etter ane scream ee $12.95 


#38C — Bears Ceramic Helmet — Brilliant glazes and decals match team colors. 
Opening in top and face guard handle. Use as a planter, 16 oz. beverage container. 
Pencil holder, candy or nut dish, room decoration...................2------ $11.95 


#40C — Chicago Bears Sunglasses — When you wear these sunglasses there’s no 
question where you stand. Produced utilizing ContraVision™, an amazing new see- 
through) techiiOlogys Wiican Fewer RD... < ovame ths cee tee eee eos neces oe See eh ecaks $7.95 
#44C — Chicago Bears Grill — The grill has a removable internal charcoal bucket. 
Hot air passes up through the bucket and cool air moves along the side of the bucket 
and out the top vent holes, keeping the exterior surface insulated from the heat. Con- 
sequently, the decorated surface will not discolor or burn off. All metal construction, 
11%” diameter and 10%” high. Convenient carrying handle................. $24.95 
#57C — Chicago Bears Bean Bags — Heavy-duty outer fabric styled with three shiny 
vinyl panels and one natural canvas panel screened with Bears logo. Double-stitched 
seams at stress points that won’t tear or split, two self-repairing nylon zippers that 


prolongidurabilitys size: — large: 2. see Sick ois s ces Sethe wines ees $34.95 
#65C — Limited Edition Collector Belt Buckle — Edition numbered pewter, detailed 


InNehiGih loss *GhHAMel (Gat COIOLS. «. oh- s..-5.. core sicretele ev dacs os eke as clo oe Bene $18.95 
#66C — Bears Key Ring — Pewter helmet display detailed in high gloss enamel. 


eS et eet. eee A ae. ASM ere sae sip MER e one 2 yee gee $6.95 
#80C — Helmet Collector Pin — 3 dimensional, hand painted, German silver plated. 
MAGE NMNGLUIO;As cicvestth tise bee cree oe eaten ERP ME cote Syale stem ehene « cicaere sche ent $4.95 
#81C — Bears Logo Collector Pin — 3 dimensional, hand painted, German silver 
plated, made in the U.S.A. ................ Pate ei Mate eet tees cere ag $4.95 
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Green Bay 
Packers 








The Packers are treating Pro Bowl 
WR Sterling Sharpe with kid gloves 
because of a strained Achilles tendon. He 
played in only three. of five preseason 
games, and has been held out of several 
practices. 

“It’s not really a serious injury. It’s 
more of a precautionary measure,’’ said 
trainer Pepper Burrus. 

Last year, Sharpe caught a record 108 
passes. 

Green Bay cut veteran Ken O’Brien 
and kept Ty Detmer. 

“Somebody had to go,’’ said Detmer. 
“It was sad to see one of us go, but at the 
same time I am happy to be the back-up 
and take a step up. I feel comfortable 
with what I need to do in order to be a 
back-up and be ready each week.”’ 

O’Brien didn’t play in the final two 
preseason games and anticipated the 
move. 

“T haven’t gotten any reps for awhile 
so I kind of expected it,’’ said O’Brien, 
who offered no sour grapes. “It doesn’t 
do any good to sit around and say ‘what 
if and ‘this and that.’ The decision had 
to be made, they made it, and let’s go 
on.”’ 

Without O’Brien, the Packers go into 
the season with Detmer and Mark 
Brunnell as Brett Favre’s back-ups, and 
neither has extensive NFL experience. 

Last Tuesday the Packers re-signed 
TE Ed West, WR Shawn Collins, and OT 
Tootie Robbins. They also recalled LBs 
Brett Collins and Keo Coleman from 
waivers and claimed DL Gilbert Brown 
off waivers from the Minnesota Vikings. 

The Packers host the Eagles this week 
in Green Bay. 


Pack cautious with 





Detroit 
Lions 








One of the rites of summer is the long- 
shot making an NFL roster. 

This year, that player is TE Marty 
Thompson, a free-agent rookie from 
Fresno State who just would not drop a 
pass. 

He wasn’t the bonecrusher coach 
Wayne Fontes eyed for the position, but 
he held his blocks long enough to get the 
job down, and he caught everything in 
sight. 

The Lions cut Thompson, then 
returned him to the 53-man roster. 

Fontes said the Lions are still looking for 
a bruiser behind Rodney Holman, but for 
now will play Thompson. 

“T didn’t bring him back not to play 
him,’’ said Fontes. “He’s very intelligent. 
He’s the type of tight end who knows 
exactly what he’s doing. That’s what I 
like about Marty, plus he had a very good 
camp. I’m the type of guy, who if a guy 
plays well in training camp, I'll try to 
find a roster spot for him.”’ 

For Thompson, the feeling was more 
of relief than happiness. 

“IT had a lot of-sleepless nights,’’ said 
Thompson. “Now that it’s over with I'll 
be able to sleep. I just want to make them 
proud. I’m going to do my job the best I 
can, so they know they didn’t make a 
mistake.”’ 

Last week the Lions recalled RB 
Curvin Richards and re-signed C Leonard 


. Burton, Holman and Thompson, and LBs 


Victor Jones and Toby Caston. 

Detroit also claimed RB Derrick 
Moore off waivers and cut WR Vernon 
Smith. 

Other signees included RB Eric Lynch 
and CB Kevin Miniefield. 


When does my 
subscription expire? 


That's one of the most commonly asked questions we hear at the BEAR 
REPORT. Here's how you can easily find out the answer! 


10052567 . 
is your account number 


B01811 — This is your expiration date. 








Minnesota 
oy Vikings 








Dennis Green got his man. 

The Vikings’ coach desperately wanted a 
power back to complement Roger Craig, 
and that void was filled with the acquisi- 
tion of Barry Word from the Kansas City 
Chiefs for a fifth-round 1994 draft pick. 

“He fits our needs,’’ said Green. “He’s 
a big, strong, physical player. We already 
have a guy with outside speed in Robert 
Smith, and we have Roger, a great war- 
rior who has been there for a long time. 
The one thing we didn’t have that we 
needed was a big guy, a guy that can 
really go in and run the ball and wear a 
defense down, early in the game and late 
in the game.”’ 

Word, 6-foot-2 and 245 pounds, has 
averaged 4.3 yards a carry during his 
career. 

Word soured on the Chiefs after they 
tendered him a one-year deal at $700,000 
— the minimum they could offer him. 

“This is the team I wanted to go to 
once things didn’t work out with Kansas 
City,’’ said Word. 

The Vikings signed DT John Randle 
and MLB Jack Del Rio to two-year, 


$2.45 million contract extensions. They, 
are also close to signing WR.Cris Carter 


to a two-year extension worth $3.4 mil- 
lion. 

Players brought back from Monday's 
cuts included Craig, TEs Brent 
Novoselsky and Mike Tice, LB Greg 
Manusky, and CB Jayice Pearson. The 
Vikes also claimed WR Olanda Truitt. 


Sharpe 
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Tampa Bay 
yoy Buccaneers 


) . @ 





As of late last week, holdout OT Paul 
Gruber has made a trade-or-sit decision. 
Supposedly, the Jets, Green Bay and 
Houston are interested. ... RB Gary 
Anderson is finally at peace with himself. 

After the Bucs asked him to take a pay 
cut — from $900,000 to $600,000 — 
Anderson worried he wouldn’t make the 
final cut. All is well, now. 

“We worked out something that both 
sides thought was fair,’’ Anderson said. 
“But a lot can happen in a whole season. 
They can let you go at any time.’’ ... On 
cut day, LB Elijah Alexander thought he 
would be one of those gone-today, back- 
tomorrew cuts. “They told me to sit tight 
and I’d be back if I cleared waivers. 
Tampa is where I wanted to be all 

‘along.’’ Guess again. Alexander is now a 
Denver Bronco. ... WR Robert Claiborne 
was waived and brought back, but with a 
different number. He wore No. [5 during 
the preseason but will wear No. 81 dur- 
ing the season because NFL rules dictate 
receivers wear numbers in the 80s. ... The 
Bucs gave Florida State QB Casey 
Weldon a tryout before the opener for the 
third-string role behind Craig Erickson 
and Steve DeBerg. ... The Bucs waived, 
then reclaimed: CB Chris Buckley, OG 
Pat Tomberlin, DE Rhett Hall and $ 
Barney Bussey. ... OG Sean Love, 
released by Buffalo, was signed. ... WR 
Tyree Davis, RB Butch Hadnot and DL 
Shawn Price were assigned to the devel- 
opmental squad. 


Debuts of Bear head coaches 


Coach 
Halas/Sternaman W 
Ralph Jones T 
George Halas W 
Anderson/JohnsosW 


Result Score Opponent 
20-0 Moline indians 
0-0 Brooklyn Dodgers 1930 
14-7 Packers 
16-0 Lions 
30-7 Packers 


Year 
1920 


1933 
1942 
1946 


28-21 Baltimore Colts 
34-20 Packers 

38-28 Redskins 

37-21 Falcons 

35-7 Baltimore Colts 
17-10St. Louis Cards 


Your subscription expires with Volume 18 
(018), Issue 11 (11). The volume and issue 
numbers are printed on the cover of every 
issue. Volume 18 is the 1993-94 season and 
there are 26 issues per volume. 


| 10052567B01811 17-10 Lions 
Note: Anderson and Johnsos took over in the middie— 
of the 1942 season when Coach Halas left to serve in 
World Wage Il. 


JOHN Q. PUBLIC 
123 PLEASANT LANE 
ANYTOWN, USA 00000 


If you still have questions call us at (608) 837-2200 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. — give us the numbers on your mailing label and we can help! 











That's Italian! 


I really enjoyed the story on Joe 
Fortunato in your August 28 issue. 

Being of Italian decent, I was hoping 
you could print the address of the 
National Italian American Sports Hall of 
Fame. 


Charles Pusateri 
Tacoma, Washington 


The NIASHF is located at: 2625 
Clearbrook Drive, Arlington Heights, 
IL, 60005. The phone number is 708- 
437-3077. 


Not a big Harbaugh fan 
I have followed the Bears since 1931 


and I think Jim Harbaugh is the least 
affective quarterback in the team’s histo- 


ry, with the possible exception of Bobby; 


Douglass (at least he could run). 

Harbaugh is not a leader. He is not a 
passer. He does not have quarterback 
instincts to find the open man and get the 
ball to him like Jim McMahon or Joe. 
Montana. He’s just a nice guy who can 
scramble. Of 28 NFL starters, he can’t be 
rated higher than 15th, and I would ven- 
ture closer to 20th. 

When- will the Bears’ coaching. staff 
(and their president) realize that he is a 
mediocre quarterback? 


Chuck Dill 
Morton, Illinois 


Time is right for G.M. 


Brian Hewitt’s article about the Bears 
needing a general manager is a “written 
touchdown!” He not only says it like it is, 
he also says it like it should be. 

Personally, I believe the Bears have 
needed a general manager for a long, 
long time. Could it be that there is finally 
hope? 


Bunnie Corwith 
Lake Forest, Illinois 


Fans Across America.. 


I am writing to update the information 
on where the “Bearz Boys”, the Central 
Pennsylvania club, will be meeting this 
season. 


i Trivia Time answer 
Brad Muster was the 
last Bears running 
back to gain 100 
yards in a game. | 
He rushed for 101 
yards on 15 carries 
at Indianapolis on 
Nov. 17, 1991. 
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We have found a permanent home in 
Zombie’s (226 N. Second Street in 
Harrisburg). It’s a great sports bar and 
they’re looking forward to having us all 
season. We look forward to seeing all 
Bear fans in the area this year as we 
watch our Bears rebuild to greatness. 


Steve Browne 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 


There is a new den for Bear fans in 
Fremont, California: Uno’s, located at the 
corner of Mowry’ and State. Uno’s is 
Chicago-owned with that great midwest- 
ern atmosphere we hard-nosed Bear fans 
miss so much. 

Our group needs help from your read- 
ers. We are trying to find a cassette tape 
of the Bears’ fight song to play at the 
games. Also, we would like to get a tav- 
ern-style Bears schedule, plus some more 
information on WACCO. 

We look forward to another great sea- 
son from your paper and your staff. We 
commend your paper’s coverage on the 
greatest team in the NFL, Da Bears. We 
would be lost out here without it. 

If you can help with the tape or the 
schedule or if you want more information 
on our group, contact me at 510-792- 
4625 or write to: 38491 Berkley 
Common, Fremont, CA 94536. 

Good luck to coach Wannstedt and his 
staff and players on the upcoming season. 
See all you Bear fans in Los Angeles and 
San Diego this year! | 


Eddie Mayfield’ 
Fremont, California 


You can receive information about 
WACCO (Western Association of 
Crazy Chicagoans and Others) by con- 
tacting Bob Lyons at P.O. Box 1140, 
Manhattan Beach, €A 90266. 


I noticed in “Fans Across America” 
that there was no response from Houston 
and I have to say that we usually have 
been in short supply of sports bars here. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, 
services offered or representing a business 
must run as a paid classified advertise- 
ment, 













PHONE ORDERS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
PAYMENT MUST 
ACCOMPANY ORDER 










PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum 
charge, $15.00. Each additional word, 
65centsper word. 
COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum 
charge, $20.00. Each additional word, 
75 cents per word. 4 

SPECIAL ‘FEATURES: Bold type 
headline, $5.00 additional. All other 
bold type, 50 cents per word additional. 
















_ MAIL TO: 
BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 





BEAR REPORT 


Last year there was some turnout at The 
Scoreboard O.T. (2033 Mangum Road, 
713-683-5025). 

This place gets a big following of 
Cheeseheads from Green Bay, so Bear 
fans, let’s get out there and help me shout 
them down! 


Andy Bunting 
Houston, Texas 


Training tips 


In regards to where the Bears trained 
prior to 1934, I remember them practic- 
ing at old Mills Stadium, which was 
located at Kilpatrick and Lake Streets in 
Chicago. The stadium’ was torn down 
during World War Il. I remember 
because my buddies and I always 
climbed over the fence and watched them 
practice. This was in the early 1930’s. 

I’m now 75 years old and still a great 
Bears fan. I also remember that the Bears 
played two exhibition games at Mills 
Stadium. The team the Bears played was 
made up of semi-pros and ex-college 
football stars who had just graduated. 


William Felicelli 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 





Arlington Heights IL 60006. 















WANTED: Copy of Chicago Bears 
Bears,” instrumental version. 
(evening). 

1985-86 Super Bowl season. 


714-840-2199. 













Otis Wilson and Jimbo Covert. 
61111. 
with Bears merchandise or clothing. 


Magnolia Avenue, Hazlet, NJ 07730. 


area. 





If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you 
just want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your 
request or offer will be printed free of charge on a space-available basis. 

All ads must be mailed to: Want Ads, Bear Report, P.O. Box 4205, 





fight song "Bear Down, Chicago 


Contact: Tim Young, 7230 Capri 
Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49001, 616- 
344-8020 (day) or 616-323-3422 






WANTED: Game tapes of entire 






Contact: Jeff Morris, 5272 Edinger 
Ave., Huntington Beach, CA 92649, 







WANTED: 1989 or older Bears 
Starting Lineup figures, especially 








Contact: Rodney Schmidt, 6224 
Walker Avenue, Loves Park, IL 






WANTED: Any type of catalog 





Contact: Lou DeAngelis, One 









WANTED: Place to watch games 
or join fan club in Columbus, Ohio 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1993 
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VIEWPOINT 


P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


Brothers in Arms 


Thought you might like a picture of 
some real Chicago Bear fans in Arizona. 
John Osterman, New York Life 
Insurance agent, is on the left, and 
myself, Howard Blitz, State Farm Life 
Insurance agent, is on the right. 

Although we compete with each other. 
from time to time, when it comes to the 
Bears, we're on the same team! 


Howard J. Blitz 
Yuma, Arizona 





























Contact: Brian Horn, 6301 
Barnside Drive, Canal Winchester, 
OH 43110, 614-837-1509. 


WANTED: Videotapes of follow- 
ing Bears games: 1989 vs. Vikings 
(both), 1989 at Detroit, 1989 vs. 
Eagles, 1990 Packers at Bears. 
Contact: Alan Ott, P.O. Box 264, 
Grantsburg, WI 54840, 715-463- 
2287. 


WANTED: 1985 Bear Report 
issues; Jim Harbaugh poster; Jim 
McMahon poster as either Charger, 
Eagle or Viking. 

Contact: James D. Korbecki, 4001 
Highgate Road, Muskegon, MI 
49441. 


WANTED: Copies of Bear Report 
Volume 10 Numbers 1-8 and 11-13 
from the 1985 Super Bowl! champi- 
onship season. 

Contact: Thomas Tibbals, 1480 
Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201, 
614-299-2882 or 614-846-2746. 
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